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Job chapters 28-31 Summary 
summarize Job's final defense, contrasting human ingenuity with true 
wisdom, lamenting his fallen state, and passionately declaring his innocence 
by listing sins he never committed (like injustice or failing the poor), 
ultimately challenging God to reveal His justice or condemn him, 
emphasizing that wisdom is found in fearing God, not human effort or his 
own undeserved suffering.  
Chapter 28: The Search for Wisdom 

• Human Ingenuity vs. True Wisdom: Job contrasts the amazing 
human ability to mine precious metals from the earth's depths (a feat 
requiring immense skill and effort) with the fact that true wisdom can't 
be found or bought, no matter how hard humans try. 

• Wisdom's Source: He concludes that wisdom is a divine gift, revealed 
by God, who alone understands its hidden depths, and that "the fear of 
the Lord, that is wisdom".  

…………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 28 ……………… 
Rick Burgess explores the profound difference between human ingenuity 
and divine wisdom. He frames the chapter as a reflection on the limits of 
what man can achieve through his own effort versus what can only be 
received from God.  
Key themes from the study include: 

• Human Achievement vs. True Wisdom: Burgess highlights Job’s 
analogy of mining: humans are incredibly skilled at digging deep into 
the earth to find silver, gold, and precious gems. However, despite this 
mastery of the physical world, "smart" people often remain "unwise" 
because they cannot unearth wisdom or peace with God through 
technology or intellect alone. 

• The Elusiveness of Wisdom: He emphasizes that wisdom is not a 
commodity that can be bought or found in the "land of the living". It is 
hidden from every living creature, and only God understands its place 
because He is the Creator who established the laws of the universe. 

• A "Warped" Sincerity: Burgess notes that Job’s friends lacked true 
wisdom because they weren't coming from an upright or sincere place. 
He uses this to warn modern men that one can have a lot of facts 
(knowledge) but still lack the "divine thinking" required for wisdom. 

• The Foundation of Wisdom: The study concludes with Job 28:28, 
which Burgess identifies as the key to the entire chapter: "The fear of 
the Lord—that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding". He 
argues that true wisdom begins with a reverent awe of God and a 
commitment to living a holy life.  

……………………………………………………………………… 
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Chapter 29: Job's Past Glory 
• Blessed Life: Job reminisces about his former life, when God's favor 

was upon him, he was respected in his community, and he was a 
source of justice and help for the poor, widow, and fatherless.  

………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 29 ………… 
Rick Burgess examines Job’s transition from a season of unparalleled 
blessing and influence to one of deep suffering. Burgess frames this chapter 
as Job’s "longing for the glory days," highlighting that the pain of loss is 
often amplified by the memory of how things used to be.  
Key themes from the study include: 

• Relationship Over Resources: Burgess points out that while Job lost 
children, health, and wealth, his greatest lament was the perceived 
loss of God’s intimate fellowship and the "lamp" that once lit his path. 

• The Burden of Leadership: Job reminisces about the deep respect 
he once commanded in the city gates. Burgess uses this to teach that 
true respect is earned through a lifetime of integrity and serving others, 
rather than through power alone. 

• A "Hedge" of Protection: The study discusses the "hedge" that once 
surrounded Job’s family and possessions. Burgess warns modern men 
that while we enjoy seasons of protection, we must prepare our faith 
for when that hedge is temporarily removed. 

• The Responsibility of Abundance: Burgess highlights Job’s past 
actions—being "eyes to the blind" and a "father to the poor"—to 
emphasize that God gives resources and influence specifically so that 
they may be used to protect the vulnerable.  

……………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 30: Job's Present Misery 
• Fallen Status: He describes his current humiliation, being scorned by 

those he once helped, treated like a fool, and tormented by darkness 
and terror, feeling abandoned by God.  

………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 30 ……………… 
Rick Burgess discusses the theme of extreme humiliation and the feeling of 
divine abandonment during suffering. He frames the chapter as a stark 
contrast to Job's previous life of honor described in Chapter 29.  
Key themes from the study include: 

• Social Humiliation: Burgess highlights how Job, once highly 
respected, became a "laughingstock" for the lowest members of 
society—men whom Job’s own father would not have even let work 
with his dogs. 
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• Physical and Emotional Agony: The study examines Job's graphic 
descriptions of pain, where his bones "burn with heat" and his soul is 
"poured out" within him. Burgess notes that Job feels like he has been 
"thrown into a mud pit". 

• The Silence of God: A major point of the study is Job's feeling that 
God has become his "enemy" or is ignoring his cries for help. Burgess 
uses this to teach about the reality of seasons where God seems silent 
even when we are suffering. 

• Maintaining Faith Under Fire: Despite Job’s lament and his 
questioning of God’s intention, Burgess emphasizes that Job does not 
curse God. He uses this as an application for modern men to maintain 
faith even when they do not understand their circumstances.  

……………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 31: Job's Oath of Innocence 
• Self-Imposed Curse: Job makes a solemn oath, calling down severe 

curses on himself if any of his claimed virtues are false. 
• List of Sins: He lists specific sins he hasn't committed, including lust 

(by forbidding himself to look at women), injustice, greed, oppression 
of the poor, pride, idolatry, and failing to show hospitality, proving his 
moral integrity. 

• Demand for Justice: He challenges God to reveal His judgment, 
believing his suffering proves God's silence is unfair, and demands 
either vindication or execution, emphasizing his blamelessness. 

………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 31 …………… 
Rick Burgess describes this chapter as Job’s "final appeal". It serves as 
Job's closing argument, where he presents a comprehensive defense of his 
integrity before God and his friends.  
Key themes from the study include: 

• A "Covenant with the Eyes": Burgess highlights the opening of the 
chapter, where Job declares he made a covenant with his eyes not to 
look lustfully. This is framed as a critical lesson for men on 
intentionality and personal holiness. 

• The Weight of Accountability: Job lists several "if-then" scenarios—
invoking curses on himself if he has committed specific sins such as 
adultery, mistreating servants, neglecting the poor, or putting his trust 
in wealth. Burgess emphasizes that Job is not claiming perfection but 
is pointing to a consistent life of integrity. 

• Social Justice and Equality: The study notes Job’s revolutionary 
perspective for his time: that his servants deserved justice because 
both he and they were "made in the womb" by the same Creator. 
Burgess uses this to highlight the biblical foundation for the inherent 
dignity of all people. 



Summary/Overview Job Ch 28-37 Men's Bible Study 

 

5 

5 

• The Desire for an Indictment: Burgess explores Job’s bold request 
for God to answer him and for his "adversary" to provide a written 
indictment. Job is so confident in his walk with God that he is willing to 
sign his name to his life's record, even under the threat of divine 
judgment.  

……………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 32 
A young man named Elihu interrupts the debate, angry at both Job for 
justifying himself and Job's friends for failing to refute him. Elihu argues that 
God uses suffering not just as punishment, but as discipline to teach 
humility and prevent future sin, acting as a messenger of God's wisdom. 
He emphasizes God's overwhelming power and majesty, seen in nature, to 
show that humans can't understand His ways, ultimately challenging Job to 
recognize God's greatness over his own claims of innocence.  
Key Points of Elihu's Speeches: 

• Anger & Motivation (Ch 32): Elihu is indignant that Job's friends 
couldn't answer Job and that Job focused on his own righteousness 
instead of God's character. 

………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 32 …………… 
Rick Burgess introduces the pivotal entrance of Elihu, a younger man who 
has been "standing on the sidelines" watching the dialogue between Job 
and his three friends. Burgess frames this chapter as a turning point where 
a "new voice" finally speaks up because he can no longer remain silent. 
Key themes from the study include: 

• The Problem of Self-Righteousness: Burgess points out that Elihu’s 
anger is kindled because Job "justified himself rather than God." While 
Job was right that his friends were wrong, he erred by making his own 
righteousness the central issue rather than God's sovereignty. 

• The Failure of Human Wisdom: The study highlights that Elihu 
waited to speak because of his youth, expecting "years to speak and 
many years to teach wisdom." However, when the three older friends 
failed to provide an answer, Elihu realized that true wisdom comes 
from the "spirit in a man" and the "breath of the Almighty," not just 
chronological age. 

• "Done Standing on the Sideline": Burgess discusses the "burden" of 
conviction. Elihu describes himself as "full of words" and like a wine 
bag about to burst. Burgess applies this to modern men, urging them 
to speak up when they see truth being distorted, even if they are the 
youngest or least influential person in the room. 

• Avoiding Favoritism: Burgess notes Elihu’s commitment to speak 
without "partiality" or "flattery." He uses this to teach that those who 
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stand for God must be willing to tell the truth to anyone, regardless of 
their status or past reputation. 

……………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 33 
Elihu rebuking Job for claiming righteousness and arguing with God, 
asserting God speaks through suffering, dreams, and divine messengers to 
discipline and redeem people, not to pervert justice. Elihu argues that God 
uses pain and visions to warn people from sin and draw them to Himself, 
offering a mediator as a path to redemption and restoration, urging Job to 
listen to these divine communications.  
Key points of Job 33: 

• Elihu's Rebuke: Elihu tells Job to listen and charges him with self-
righteousness and disrespecting God's justice by claiming innocence. 

• God's Communication: God speaks to humanity in ways people often 
miss, using: 

o Dreams & Visions: To warn people away from sin (Job 33:14-
18). 

o Pain & Affliction: To draw people to death's door, prompting 
reflection. 

o Mediators: A messenger or angel who intercedes for the person, 
declaring them righteous. 

• Purpose of Suffering: Suffering isn't always punishment; it can be 
God's corrective discipline to teach, redeem, and turn people from sin, 
leading to restoration. 

• Call to Repentance: Elihu urges Job to repent and acknowledge 
God's infinite wisdom, as God doesn't act wickedly and is greater than 
man. 

• Redemption & Restoration: If a person responds to God's discipline, 
they are spared, and God restores them, allowing them to sing of His 
redemption.  

In essence, Elihu introduces the idea that suffering can be a tool for divine 
instruction, a perspective that sets the stage for God's direct confrontation 
with Job later in the book.  

 
………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 33 …………… 

Rick Burgess continues the exploration of Elihu’s speech, focusing on how 
God communicates with humanity and uses suffering for redemptive 
purposes. Burgess characterizes this chapter as a "foreshadowing" of the 
upcoming confrontation between Job and God.  
Key themes from the study include: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Elihu%27s+Rebuke&client=safari&hs=xpq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7NG3VKi7sFrn0RQChIMLXvG5a-rg%3A1768702420018&ei=1EFsadt06Yeq2w_Xz5OIBQ&ved=2ahUKEwjw1N3LgpSSAxWEl2oFHVmhAY8QgK4QegQIAxAB&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+33&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDMzMgYQABgWGB4yCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBEj-C1DIBliHCXABeAGQAQCYAXGgAcoBqgEDMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIDoALuAcICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIxiwAhgnmAMA4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgiSBwMyLjGgB94OsgcDMS4xuAfbAcIHBTItMS4yyAcbgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=God%27s+Communication&client=safari&hs=xpq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7NG3VKi7sFrn0RQChIMLXvG5a-rg%3A1768702420018&ei=1EFsadt06Yeq2w_Xz5OIBQ&ved=2ahUKEwjw1N3LgpSSAxWEl2oFHVmhAY8QgK4QegQIAxAD&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+33&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDMzMgYQABgWGB4yCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBEj-C1DIBliHCXABeAGQAQCYAXGgAcoBqgEDMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIDoALuAcICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIxiwAhgnmAMA4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgiSBwMyLjGgB94OsgcDMS4xuAfbAcIHBTItMS4yyAcbgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Purpose+of+Suffering&client=safari&hs=xpq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7NG3VKi7sFrn0RQChIMLXvG5a-rg%3A1768702420018&ei=1EFsadt06Yeq2w_Xz5OIBQ&ved=2ahUKEwjw1N3LgpSSAxWEl2oFHVmhAY8QgK4QegQIAxAI&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+33&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDMzMgYQABgWGB4yCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBEj-C1DIBliHCXABeAGQAQCYAXGgAcoBqgEDMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIDoALuAcICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIxiwAhgnmAMA4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgiSBwMyLjGgB94OsgcDMS4xuAfbAcIHBTItMS4yyAcbgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Call+to+Repentance&client=safari&hs=xpq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7NG3VKi7sFrn0RQChIMLXvG5a-rg%3A1768702420018&ei=1EFsadt06Yeq2w_Xz5OIBQ&ved=2ahUKEwjw1N3LgpSSAxWEl2oFHVmhAY8QgK4QegQIAxAK&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+33&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDMzMgYQABgWGB4yCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBEj-C1DIBliHCXABeAGQAQCYAXGgAcoBqgEDMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIDoALuAcICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIxiwAhgnmAMA4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgiSBwMyLjGgB94OsgcDMS4xuAfbAcIHBTItMS4yyAcbgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Redemption+%26+Restoration&client=safari&hs=xpq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7NG3VKi7sFrn0RQChIMLXvG5a-rg%3A1768702420018&ei=1EFsadt06Yeq2w_Xz5OIBQ&ved=2ahUKEwjw1N3LgpSSAxWEl2oFHVmhAY8QgK4QegQIAxAM&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+33&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDMzMgYQABgWGB4yCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBEj-C1DIBliHCXABeAGQAQCYAXGgAcoBqgEDMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIDoALuAcICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIxiwAhgnmAMA4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgiSBwMyLjGgB94OsgcDMS4xuAfbAcIHBTItMS4yyAcbgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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• God Speaks in Many Ways: Burgess discusses Elihu’s assertion that 
God is not silent, even when we do not perceive Him. He uses Job 
33:14-15 to show that God speaks through dreams, visions, and the 
"whispers" of the night to turn people away from pride and bad deeds. 

• The Motive of Suffering: A major point is that suffering is not always 
punitive. Burgess explains Elihu's view that God may use pain or 
illness ("chastening on a bed of pain") to discipline and rescue a soul 
from "the Pit," ultimately bringing them back into the light of life. 

• A "Mediator" Needed: Burgess highlights the mention of a 
"messenger" or "mediator" in verses 23-24. He frames this as a 
prophetic look forward to Jesus Christ, the ultimate mediator who pays 
the ransom for humanity's soul. 

• Correcting Sincerity: Elihu takes a "shot" at Job’s three friends, 
arguing they lacked sincerity and upright motivations. Burgess applies 
this to modern men, urging them to check their own hearts before 
offering counsel to others to ensure they are not merely speaking from 
personal bias. 

• Divine Origin of Life: Burgess emphasizes verse 4 ("The Spirit of God 
has made me"), teaching that every human has inherent value 
because they are personally and intentionally created by God’s breath. 

……………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 34 
Elihu passionately defending God's perfect justice, arguing that God is 
sovereign, cannot be unjust, and always repays people according to their 
deeds, contrary to Job's claims of undeserved suffering and questioning 
God's fairness, leading Elihu to rebuke Job for blasphemy and poor 
company, urging him to consider God's limitless power and wisdom. Elihu 
insists God doesn't pervert justice and that humans must acknowledge their 
accountability to Him, not demand answers from the Almighty.  
Key points in Job 34: 

• Elihu's Address: He calls on "wise men" (likely Job's friends) to listen 
as he presents wisdom, asserting the ear tests words like the tongue 
tastes food. 

• Accusation against Job: Elihu quotes Job, saying Job claims 
righteousness but God has taken it away, implying Job drinks scorn 
and consorts with the wicked. 

• Defense of God's Justice: Elihu strongly asserts God's absolute 
justice, power, and omniscience, stating God cannot do wrong or 
pervert justice. 

• Human Accountability: He argues God repays people for their deeds 
and brings consequences for their ways, holding humans accountable. 



 

 

8 

8 

• Folly of Questioning God: Elihu condemns Job for charging God with 
injustice, emphasizing God's complete control over life and breath 
(spirit). 

• Call to Action: Elihu challenges Job and the "men of understanding" 
to join him in examining Job's words and actions, urging Job to speak 
no more rebellion.  

In essence, Elihu tries to correct Job's perspective, shifting focus from Job's 
suffering to God's unblemished righteousness and sovereignty, warning Job 
against blasphemy and self-justification.  

 

………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 34 …………… 
Rick Burgess focuses on Elihu’s continued speech, which pivots from 
defending his right to speak to a robust defense of God's justice and 
sovereignty. Burgess emphasizes that this chapter serves to illuminate 
God’s attributes of mercy, omniscience, and perfect justice.  
Key themes from the study include: 

• Confidence vs. Arrogance: Burgess explores Elihu's bold tone, 
debating whether the young man’s demand for an audience's attention 
stems from a deep, well-studied confidence in God or from youthful 
arrogance. He lean's toward confidence, noting that Elihu "invites 
scrutiny" of his logic because he believes his understanding of God is 
correct. 

• The Infallibility of Divine Justice: A central point is the rejection of 
the idea that God could ever be unjust. Burgess highlights Elihu's 
argument that "it is far from God to do wickedness." He notes that 
Elihu corrects Job’s earlier implication that God had "taken away his 
right," asserting instead that God pays every man according to his 
work. 

• God’s Omniscience and Sovereignty: Burgess discusses how Elihu 
reminds Job (and the surrounding "wise men") that God sees every 
step a person takes. There is no darkness deep enough for the wicked 
to hide from Him, and He does not need to further "examine" a man 
before bringing him to judgment. 

• Inviting Peer Scrutiny: Burgess notes that Elihu addresses not just 
Job but a "larger audience" of wise men, inviting them to "test words as 
the palate tastes food." He applies this to modern leadership, stressing 
the importance of being well-versed in Scripture before speaking on 
God’s behalf. 

……………………………………………………………………… 
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Chapter 35 
Elihu, argues that Job's suffering isn't from God's neglect but from Job's 
own prideful complaints, emphasizing God's transcendence and that human 
righteousness or sin doesn't affect the all-powerful Creator; he tells Job to 
stop his empty words, look to God, and recognize that true justice will come 
if he waits patiently and humbly, not demanding answers but acknowledging 
God's supreme power over humanity's affairs. Elihu accuses Job of claiming 
righteousness is useless and of misrepresenting God's justice, asserting 
that God is beyond human comprehension and doesn't need our good 
deeds or our sins, but rather desires a relationship, with suffering often 
being a corrective discipline, not punishment for secret sins.  
Key Points: 

• God's Transcendence: Elihu stresses that God is far above humanity; 
our sins don't harm Him, and our righteousness doesn't benefit Him (v. 
5-7). 

• Job's Wrong Attitude: He rebukes Job for saying God is unfair and 
that being righteous is pointless, calling Job's words "empty" and 
"without knowledge" (v. 2, 9). 

• Misunderstood Suffering: Elihu suggests Job's cries for help are 
selfish and prideful pleas, not humble requests, explaining why they 
seem unheard (v. 9-13). 

• Call to Patience & Humility: Instead of demanding answers, Job 
should wait for God's justice and recognize God's power, 
understanding that true justice is always present (v. 9). 

• Discipline vs. Punishment: While accusing Job, Elihu introduces the 
idea that suffering can be God's way of teaching or correcting, not just 
punishing (v. 11).  

In essence, Elihu tells Job to stop accusing God, look beyond his own pain, 
and acknowledge God's supreme position, for God is not indifferent but 
works in ways beyond human understanding, often through discipline.  

 

………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 35 …………… 
Rick Burgess focuses on Elihu’s continued critique of Job’s perspective, 
specifically addressing the idea that Job’s righteousness should have 
"earned" him better treatment from God. Burgess frames this chapter as a 
warning against transactional faith and self-righteousness.  
Key themes from the study include: 

• Transactional Faith vs. Grace: Burgess explores Elihu’s argument 
that God does not "owe" anyone anything. He highlights Elihu's point 
that human sin does not harm God, and human righteousness does 
not benefit Him; rather, our actions affect other people. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=God%27s+Transcendence&client=safari&hs=0pq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7v5doOqxrnpl-Tzo0J8SNlNnVxUw%3A1768702587542&ei=e0JsacHoILKmqtsPreW70QQ&ved=2ahUKEwjrhP6Gg5SSAxUTk2oFHev_LhYQgK4QegQIAxAB&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+35&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDM1MgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgUQIRirAjIFECEYqwIyBRAhGKsCMgUQIRifBTIFECEYnwVIrRhQzgZYzgZwAngBkAEAmAGKAaABigGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgOgAqsBwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR5gDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcDMi4xoAe9CbIHAzAuMbgHoAHCBwUwLjEuMsgHDIAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Job%27s+Wrong+Attitude&client=safari&hs=0pq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7v5doOqxrnpl-Tzo0J8SNlNnVxUw%3A1768702587542&ei=e0JsacHoILKmqtsPreW70QQ&ved=2ahUKEwjrhP6Gg5SSAxUTk2oFHev_LhYQgK4QegQIAxAD&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+35&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDM1MgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgUQIRirAjIFECEYqwIyBRAhGKsCMgUQIRifBTIFECEYnwVIrRhQzgZYzgZwAngBkAEAmAGKAaABigGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgOgAqsBwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR5gDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcDMi4xoAe9CbIHAzAuMbgHoAHCBwUwLjEuMsgHDIAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Misunderstood+Suffering&client=safari&hs=0pq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7v5doOqxrnpl-Tzo0J8SNlNnVxUw%3A1768702587542&ei=e0JsacHoILKmqtsPreW70QQ&ved=2ahUKEwjrhP6Gg5SSAxUTk2oFHev_LhYQgK4QegQIAxAF&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+35&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDM1MgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgUQIRirAjIFECEYqwIyBRAhGKsCMgUQIRifBTIFECEYnwVIrRhQzgZYzgZwAngBkAEAmAGKAaABigGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgOgAqsBwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR5gDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcDMi4xoAe9CbIHAzAuMbgHoAHCBwUwLjEuMsgHDIAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Call+to+Patience+%26+Humility&client=safari&hs=0pq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7v5doOqxrnpl-Tzo0J8SNlNnVxUw%3A1768702587542&ei=e0JsacHoILKmqtsPreW70QQ&ved=2ahUKEwjrhP6Gg5SSAxUTk2oFHev_LhYQgK4QegQIAxAH&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+35&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDM1MgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgUQIRirAjIFECEYqwIyBRAhGKsCMgUQIRifBTIFECEYnwVIrRhQzgZYzgZwAngBkAEAmAGKAaABigGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgOgAqsBwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR5gDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcDMi4xoAe9CbIHAzAuMbgHoAHCBwUwLjEuMsgHDIAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Discipline+vs.+Punishment&client=safari&hs=0pq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n7v5doOqxrnpl-Tzo0J8SNlNnVxUw%3A1768702587542&ei=e0JsacHoILKmqtsPreW70QQ&ved=2ahUKEwjrhP6Gg5SSAxUTk2oFHev_LhYQgK4QegQIAxAJ&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+35&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDM1MgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgUQIRirAjIFECEYqwIyBRAhGKsCMgUQIRifBTIFECEYnwVIrRhQzgZYzgZwAngBkAEAmAGKAaABigGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgOgAqsBwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR5gDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcDMi4xoAe9CbIHAzAuMbgHoAHCBwUwLjEuMsgHDIAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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• The "Empty Cry": The study addresses Job 35:12-13, where Elihu 
claims God does not answer when people cry out from a place of pride 
or simple desire for relief rather than a sincere seeking of God's 
character. Burgess uses this to challenge men to examine the 
motivations behind their prayers. 

• Humans vs. Animals: Burgess highlights the theological truth in verse 
11: God has given humans unique wisdom and understanding beyond 
that of animals, making them capable of moral reasoning and spiritual 
insight. He emphasizes that this gift carries the responsibility to seek 
God’s purposes rather than just instinctual comfort. 

• The Problem of a "Me-Centered" Universe: Burgess critiques the 
mindset of being "intent upon God" only for personal benefit. He 
emphasizes that true wisdom involves moving away from constant fear 
of God's punishment toward a focus on how one’s life affects their 
community and world. 

……………………………………………………………………… 
Chapter 36 
Elihu continuing his defense of God's righteousness, arguing that God's 
discipline, often seen as suffering, is corrective to teach sinners and lead 
them to repentance and prosperity, not destruction; he emphasizes God's 
immense power and wisdom over nature (like storms and lightning) as proof 
that humans cannot fully grasp divine justice, urging Job to accept God's 
teaching and submit to His greater understanding rather than questioning 
Him.  
Key Themes in Job 36: 

• God's Exalted Power & Wisdom: Elihu starts by stating God is 
mighty, just, and unmatched in teaching, using natural phenomena 
(rain, thunder, lightning) to show His awesome control and 
understanding beyond human comprehension. 

• Suffering as Discipline: Elihu insists God uses suffering to get 
sinners' attention, open their ears to instruction, and turn them from 
wickedness, promising prosperity if they heed this correction. 

• Urging Repentance: He tells Job that his prolonged suffering 
indicates a refusal to accept God's discipline, urging him to repent and 
turn back to God for deliverance, rather than choosing a path toward 
destruction. 

• God's Sovereignty: The chapter concludes by highlighting God's 
majesty and control over creation, a reminder that His ways are 
infinitely greater than human understanding, and His judgment is just.  

In essence, Elihu tells Job: "You're suffering because God is trying to 
teach you something through this pain; if you'd just repent, you'd find relief 
and blessings, but your stubbornness keeps you from seeing God's greater 
plan and power".  
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………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 36 …………… 
Rick Burgess examines the final attempts of Elihu to convince Job that his 
suffering is a form of divine discipline intended to lead him toward 
repentance. This chapter is framed as the ultimate preparation for God’s 
own appearance later in the book.  
Key themes from the study include: 

• Ascribing Righteousness to God: Burgess emphasizes Elihu’s 
central mission: to "ascribe righteousness" to the Creator rather than to 
himself or other men. Elihu argues that God is perfectly just and that 
His actions, even the painful ones, are above human reproach. 

• Suffering as a Redemptive Tool: The study explores the idea that 
God is a "wise and loving teacher" who uses trials to reveal hidden sin 
and foster a deeper dependence on Him. Burgess notes that for those 
who respond with obedience and service, these trials lead back to 
prosperity and inward peace. 

• God’s Power in Creation: Elihu uses the imagery of weather—clouds, 
thunder, and lightning—to demonstrate God's absolute power and 
sovereignty. Burgess applies this by reminding men that if God can 
control the vast elements of nature, He is certainly capable of 
managing the details of their individual lives. 

• The Danger of "Empty Cries": Burgess highlights Elihu’s warning 
against calling out to God simply for relief from pain rather than 
seeking a changed heart. He teaches that God ignores the "empty cry" 
of the proud but listens to those who seek Him with a sincere spirit. 

……………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 37 
Elihu's final speech, where he uses an approaching thunderstorm to 
illustrate God's overwhelming power and majesty, challenging Job's limited 
understanding and emphasizing that God controls the elements for 
purposes of correction, love, or mercy, calling Job and his friends to fear 
and revere the Almighty rather than question His unfathomable justice. Elihu 
details God's voice in thunder and lightning, His command over snow, rain, 
and wind, and concludes that humans cannot grasp the fullness of God's 
power, urging them to respect His awesome greatness, which is far beyond 
human wisdom.  
 
Key Themes in Job 37: 

• God's Control Over Nature: Elihu describes God sending thunder, 
lightning, snow, and rain, showing His absolute sovereignty over 
creation. 
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• Elihu's Rebuke: He tells Job that if he can't understand the storm, 
how can he question God's divine providence. 

• Purpose in Suffering: God's actions in nature, like storms, serve 
purposes of correction, love, or mercy, even if humans don't 
understand them. 

• Human Limitation: The chapter highlights the vast gap between 
human understanding and God's incomprehensible power, urging 
humility. 

• Call to Awe: It ends with a call to fear God, who is great in power, 
justice, and abundant righteousness, and doesn't tolerate arrogance.  

Summary by Section: 
• Verses 1-5 (Thunder & Lightning): God's voice is in the thunder, and 

His lightning flashes powerfully, inspiring awe and trembling. 
• Verses 6-13 (Weather & Seasons): God commands the snow, rain, 

wind, and freezing waters, orchestrating nature for His purposes 
(correction, love, land). 

• Verses 14-20 (Human Ignorance): Elihu challenges Job to 
understand how God dispatches clouds and lightning, stressing Job's 
inability to comprehend divine works. 

• Verses 21-24 (God's Majesty): The chapter concludes with the vision 
of God's golden splendor (light) and His awesome majesty, 
emphasizing that the Almighty is great in power and justice, and should 
be feared by those who are wise in their own eyes.  

• God's Majesty (Ch 37): Elihu highlights God's immense power 
through natural phenomena like thunder, lightning, and storms, 
demonstrating that human understanding is limited compared to divine 
wisdom. 

Elihu's Significance: 
• He offers a fresh perspective, differing from the traditional "you must 

have sinned" approach of the three friends. 
• While partially correct that suffering can be disciplinary, he shares the 

friends' error in thinking he knows Job's specific guilt. 
• His speeches bridge the gap between the friends' failed arguments and 

God's eventual response, highlighting God's incomprehensible 
wisdom. 

………… Bible study  Rick Burgess Job Ch. 37 ………… 
Elihu and the transition to God’s direct address in Chapter 38.  
Key Themes and Highlights 

• God’s Majesty in Nature: Burgess emphasized that Chapter 37 
serves as a powerful proclamation of God's sovereignty over the 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Elihu%27s+Rebuke&client=safari&hs=5pq9&sca_esv=6d73657dbb78d4c0&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n5WlqxLSTSWIfpRep5Gb1LNonVvVA%3A1768702895069&ei=r0Nsac33A_KFwbkP39W1YQ&ved=2ahUKEwiqwdmWhJSSAxWHk2oFHb3dCNsQgK4QegQIAxAC&uact=5&oq=sumary+book+of+Job+chapter+37&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHXN1bWFyeSBib29rIG9mIEpvYiBjaGFwdGVyIDM3MgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgUQIRirAjIFECEYqwIyBRAhGJ8FMgUQIRifBTIFECEYnwVI6hRQ5AZYyQpwAXgBkAEAmAFuoAHVAaoBAzAuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCA6AC7wHCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgIHECMYsAIYJ8ICBhAAGBYYHpgDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcDMS4yoAeWFbIHAzAuMrgH5QHCBwMyLTPIBxCACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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natural world. Elihu uses the "wondrous works" of weather—thunder, 
lightning, snow, and rain—to illustrate that God is in complete control 
of elements humans cannot influence. 

• Human Limitation: A central point was the insignificance and limited 
understanding of man compared to the Almighty. Burgess noted that 
God’s greatness is "beyond our reach," teaching believers to adopt a 
posture of humility rather than relying on human logic or "limited 
understanding". 

• The Purpose of Elihu's Speech: Elihu’s final words are presented as 
a "reset" for Job, shifting the focus away from Job's personal suffering 
and toward the character of God. This preparation was intended to 
lead Job (and the listeners) to a state of reverence before God finally 
spoke from the whirlwind. 

• Practical Application: Burgess challenged men to trust in God's 
sovereignty even when His purposes are hidden. He highlighted that 
while we only see "today," God sees the future and has our "best 
interests at heart".  

Key themes from the study include: 
• The Voice of God in Creation: Burgess highlights Elihu’s vivid 

descriptions of thunder and lightning as "the voice of God" that should 
cause men to tremble. He emphasizes that natural phenomena—
storms, snow, and wind—are not random but are directed by God to 
accomplish His specific purposes. 

• A "Humble Stop" to Human Pride: The study explores Elihu's 
challenge to Job to "stop and consider the wondrous works of God" 
(Job 37:14). Burgess teaches that when men are overwhelmed by their 
own problems, they must look at the vastness of the universe to regain 
a correct perspective on their own smallness compared to the Creator. 

• Purposeful Providence: Burgess discusses Elihu’s assertion that 
God sends the rain for different reasons: sometimes for "correction," 
sometimes for "His land," and sometimes to show His "love". He 
applies this by teaching that while we may not understand the specific 
reason for a "storm" in our lives, we can trust that it is serving a divine 
purpose. 

• The Inaccessibility of God’s Majesty: The chapter concludes with 
Elihu declaring that the Almighty is "beyond our reach" in power and 
justice. Burgess emphasizes that while God is beyond our full 
comprehension, He is never reckless or oppressive, and He will never 
violate His own righteousness 
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• This study concluded the human debate in the Book of Job, setting the 
stage for the next session on Job Chapter 38, where God begins to 
question Job directly. 

……………………………………………………………………… 
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………………  Brief Summary Chapters 28-37 ……………… 

The document is a Bible study guide focusing on the Book of Job, 
specifically chapters 28-37, exploring themes of wisdom, suffering, and 
integrity through the lens of Job's experiences and discussions with his 
friends. 

Job's Final Defense and Wisdom 

Job contrasts human ingenuity with true wisdom, emphasizing that true 
wisdom is a divine gift revealed by God.  

• Job highlights human skill in mining precious metals but asserts that 
wisdom cannot be found or bought.  

• True wisdom is defined as "the fear of the Lord," which is the 
foundation of understanding.  

• Job laments his fallen state and passionately declares his innocence, 
challenging God to reveal His justice.  

Job's Past Glory and Blessings 

Job reflects on his former life of respect and influence, mourning the loss of 
God's favor.  

• He recalls being a source of justice and help for the poor, widow, and 
fatherless.  

• Job expresses that his greatest loss is the perceived absence of God's 
intimate fellowship.  

• The "hedge" of protection around Job's life is discussed, emphasizing 
the need for faith during trials.  

Job's Present Misery and Humiliation 

Job describes his current state of humiliation and suffering, feeling 
abandoned by God.  

• He is scorned by those he once helped and feels like a 
"laughingstock."  

• Job graphically depicts his physical and emotional agony, feeling 
tormented and alone.  

• Despite his lament, he maintains his faith and does not curse God, 
highlighting the struggle of faith during suffering.  

Job's Oath of Innocence and Integrity 

Job makes a solemn oath, asserting his moral integrity and challenging God 
for justice.  
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• He lists specific sins he has not committed, including lust, injustice, 
and oppression of the poor.  

• Job demands either vindication or execution, emphasizing his 
blamelessness in the face of suffering.  

• His "covenant with the eyes" serves as a lesson on personal holiness 
and accountability.  

Elihu's Introduction and Perspective 

Elihu, a young man, interrupts the debate, offering a new perspective on 
suffering and God's justice.  

• He expresses anger at both Job and his friends for their failure to 
understand God's character.  

• Elihu argues that suffering can be a form of divine discipline rather 
than mere punishment.  

• He emphasizes God's overwhelming power and majesty, urging Job to 
recognize God's greatness.  

Elihu's Rebuke and God's Communication 

Elihu rebukes Job for his self-righteousness and explains how God 
communicates through suffering.  

• He asserts that God uses dreams, visions, and pain to guide people 
away from sin.  

• Elihu emphasizes the importance of a mediator for redemption and 
restoration.  

• He calls for Job to repent and acknowledge God's infinite wisdom.  

Elihu's Defense of God's Justice 

Elihu passionately defends God's perfect justice, asserting that God cannot 
be unjust.  

• He challenges Job's claims of undeserved suffering and emphasizes 
human accountability.  

• Elihu insists that God repays people according to their deeds, 
reinforcing the idea of divine justice.  

• He warns Job against blasphemy and urges him to consider God's 
limitless power.  

Elihu's Call for Humility and Patience 

Elihu argues that Job's prideful complaints are the source of his suffering, 
calling for humility.  

• He emphasizes that human righteousness does not affect God, who is 
transcendent and sovereign.  
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• Elihu encourages Job to stop his empty words and wait patiently for 
God's justice.  

• He introduces the concept of suffering as corrective discipline rather 
than punishment.  

Elihu's Final Speech on God's Majesty 

Elihu concludes with a powerful illustration of God's control over nature and 
His majesty.  

• He describes God's voice in thunder and lightning, emphasizing divine 
sovereignty.  

• Elihu challenges Job's understanding, urging him to respect God's 
unfathomable justice.  

• The chapter serves as a transition to God's direct address, highlighting 
human limitations compared to divine wisdom.  

 


