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Job Chapter 25 — Summary

(Bildad’s Third and Final Speech)

This is the shortest speech in the entire book—only six verses—and Bildad’s last words.
He offers no comfort, no response to Job’s arguments, and no engagement with the
real-world injustices Job just described. Instead, he delivers a brief, lofty hymn about
God’s overwhelming majesty and purity, ending with a crushing conclusion about
humanity’s insignificance and impurity.

Key Points (vv. 1-6)

1. God is majestic and terrifying in power (vv. 1-3)
o Dominion and awe belong to God.
o His armies (heavenly hosts) are innumerable.
o His light shines on everyone—no one can hide.
2. No human can be pure or righteous before God (vv. 4-6)
“How then can a mortal be righteous before God?”
o Even the moon and stars are not pure in His sight.
o How much less a human being, “who is but a maggot—a son of man, who
is only a worm!”

Tone and Purpose

Bildad’s speech is cold, dismissive, and absolute. He essentially says: “Compared to
God’s infinite holiness, all humans are worthless worms. So stop claiming you’re
innocent, Job—nobody is.”

This is the friends’ final word in the third cycle. Bildad has nothing new to say, no
answer to Job’s evidence of injustice, and no compassion left. He simply doubles down
on the idea that Job’s claim to righteousness is absurd before a holy God.

Job will now respond (chapters 26—31) with some of the most majestic and defiant
speeches in the entire book. Bildad’s tiny chapter serves as the perfect foil—small,
sterile, and crushing—before Job’s towering final defense begins.

Job Chapter 26 — Summary
(Job’s Sarcastic Reply to Bildad, Then a Majestic Hymn to God’s Power)

Job begins with biting sarcasm directed at Bildad’s short, unhelpful speech, then
abruptly pivots into one of the most breathtaking descriptions of God’s sovereign power
over creation and chaos in the entire Old Testament.
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Part 1: Blistering Sarcasm (vv. 1-4)
Job mocks Bildad’s “help”:

e “How you have helped the powerless! How you have saved the arm that has no
strength!”

o “What advice you have offered to one without wisdom! ... To whom have you
uttered words? And whose spirit spoke from your mouth?”

These verses drip with irony. Job is saying: Your lofty speech about God’s greatness
did absolutely nothing for me in my suffering.

Part 2: Awe-Inspiring Hymn to God’s Power (vv. 5-14)
Job now speaks profound truth about the same God Bildad just mentioned—but on a
cosmic scale that dwarfs Bildad’s words:

« The dead (even the shades in Sheol) tremble beneath the waters at God’s
presence.

o Sheol itself is naked and exposed before Him; Destruction (Abaddon) has no
covering.

« God stretches out the heavens, hangs the earth on nothing, binds up the waters
in clouds without them bursting, covers the face of the full moon, and draws a
circle on the face of the waters (the horizon).

o By His power He churned and stilled the sea; by His breath the skies became
fair.

e He crushed Rahab (the chaos monster of ancient mythology) with a single blow.

o The pillars of heaven quake at His rebuke.

Then Job ends with a thunderous understatement (v. 14): “Behold, these are but the
fringes of his ways, and how faint the whisper we hear of him! But who can understand
the thunder of his power?”

Core Message

Job refuses to let his friends own the doctrine of God’s greatness. Yes, God is infinitely
majestic and terrifyingly powerful—but that very power is exactly why Job’s suffering
and the world’s injustice are so incomprehensible and painful.

In short: Chapter 26 is Job sarcastically dismissing Bildad’s useless theology, then
turning around and preaching a far more magnificent sermon about God’s cosmic
power—only to leave everyone speechless with the implication: If God is this mighty,
why does He allow chaos and injustice to continue unchecked?
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The document is a transcript of a Bible study session led by Rick Burgess,
focusing on the Book of Job and discussing themes of men's ministry and
spiritual growth.

Overview of the Book of Job

The study centers on the Book of Job, particularly focusing on the dialogues between
Job and his friends.

e The current session covers Job chapters 25 and 26.

« Bildad, one of Job's friends, speaks about God's greatness and human
imperfection.

« Bildad 's tone shifts from critical to worshipful, emphasizing God's authority and
order.

» Job's friends have run out of new arguments, leading to repetitive discussions.

Bildad 's Perspective on God
Bildad emphasizes God's power and the inherent imperfection of humanity.

« He acknowledges God's dominion and the order He brings to creation.

« Bildad questions how a man can be right before God, highlighting human
depravity.

« He uses rhetorical questions to illustrate God's greatness and the limitations of
humanity.

» Bildad 's statements reflect a theological understanding but misinterpret Job's
claims of being blameless.

Job's Response to His Friends
Job critiques his friends for their lack of support and understanding during his suffering.
o He expresses disappointment in their failure to provide physical and intellectual
help.
« Job questions the source of their counsel, implying it is not from God.
e He asserts his knowledge of God’s attributes and desires a direct conversation
with God.
« Job emphasizes that he is not claiming to be sinless but blameless before God.
God's Sovereignty and Control

Job acknowledges God's absolute control over creation and the cosmos.
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He describes God's rule over the depths of the waters and the realm of the
dead.

Job asserts that God is above all, including death and destruction.

He reflects on the majesty of creation, emphasizing that even the cosmos cannot
please God.

Job's statements foreshadow God's eventual response to him, affirming the truth
of his claims.

God's Sovereignty Over Creation

God is in complete control of the natural world, including weather phenomena and
celestial bodies.

God controls when rain falls and the behavior of clouds.

He is sovereign over celestial phenomena, including the moon and stars.

Job acknowledges God's authority over Sheol and Abaddon, emphasizing His
power to uncover and cover.

God sets boundaries for water, separating light from darkness, demonstrating His
control over creation.

The Power of God's Voice

God's voice is powerful, and even nature responds to His commands.

Job describes the pillars of heaven trembling at God's rebuke, indicating His
authority over nature.

Thunder and storms are manifestations of God's power, which humans often
fear.

Jesus calms storms, demonstrating His divine authority, which aligns with Old
Testament teachings about God's control over weather.

God's ability to calm storms is a testament to His sovereignty and power.

Understanding Suffering and God's Purpose

Suffering is part of God's plan for spiritual growth and preparation for the afterlife.

Job reflects on the nature of suffering and questions why it happens.

Instead of asking "why," believers should seek to understand how God can be
glorified through their trials.

God uses difficulties to refine character and prepare individuals for eternal life.
The importance of being tested and vetted before representing God is
emphasized.
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The Limitations of Human Understanding

Human comprehension of God is limited, and His ways are higher than ours.

Job acknowledges that what humans perceive as God's ways are just the
outskirts of His true nature.

God's thoughts and ways are beyond human understanding, as stated in Isaiah
55:8-9.

The whisper of God's voice amidst the chaos of creation signifies His intimacy
and power.

Job's experience serves as a reminder of the need for humility in understanding
God's plans.

The Importance of Scripture in Knowing God

The Bible serves as the complete revelation of God, providing guidance and
understanding.

Job did not have the complete revelation that believers have today through
Scripture.

The Bible contains all necessary knowledge about God, redemption, and His
character.

Believers are encouraged to prioritize understanding Scripture over worldly
knowledge and distractions.

True enjoyment of life comes from knowing God and aligning interests with His
will.



