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Job Chapter 22 — Summary

(Eliphaz’s Third and Final Speech)

Eliphaz, now openly hostile and accusatory, delivers the harshest speech yet against
Job. He abandons any pretense of kindness and charges Job with specific, serious
sins—implying that Job’s immense suffering must be the direct result of immense
wickedness.

Structure and Main Points

1.

Can a man be useful or profitable to God? (vv. 1-5) Eliphaz begins with cold
theology: God doesn’t punish or reward humans because He needs anything
from us—He does it because of our behavior. — Therefore, your massive
suffering proves your wickedness must also be massive (“Is it for your fear of him
that he reproves you...?”). Your guilt, not your piety, is the reason.
Direct accusations of grave social sins (vv. 6—11) Eliphaz now lists supposed
crimes Job has committed (none of which the reader has ever seen evidence
for):
You took clothing from the poor as pledges (leaving them naked).
You withheld water from the weary and bread from the hungry.
You oppressed widows and crushed orphans. — That is why snares
surround you, sudden terror overwhelms you, darkness blinds you, and
floodwaters cover you (all images of Job’s current state).
You thought God was too high to notice your sin (vv. 12-20) Eliphaz accuses
Job of arrogance:

o You said God is in the heavens and can’t see what happens on earth.
You walked in the old, wicked way of saying “What can the Almighty do to
us?” Yet God does judge—the wicked’s wealth eventually perishes, and
the righteous rejoice when they are cut off.

Call to repentance and promised restoration (vv. 21-30) In a sudden shift to
(condescending) encouragement:
“Agree with God and be at peace” (i.e., admit your guilt).

o Return to the Almighty, remove injustice from your tents, throw your gold
away as worthless. If you do, God will become your treasure, answer your
prayers, restore your prosperity, and even let you save others. — In short:
Confess, repent, and everything will go back to the way it was.

Overall Tone and Purpose

This is the breaking point in the friends’ argument. Eliphaz moves from general
principles (“the wicked suffer”) to personal indictment, inventing specific sins to explain
Job’s suffering. He essentially says, “Only a monstrously evil person could suffer as
much as you do.”
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Job will later (especially in chapters 29-31) powerfully refute these false charges, but at
this moment Eliphaz has crossed the line from counselor to prosecutor.

In one sentence: Chapter 22 is Eliphaz accusing Job of cruel oppression of the poor
and defensiveness toward God, and offering restoration only if Job will finally confess
the terrible sins that (in Eliphaz’s mind) must explain his catastrophic losses.

The document discusses Eliphaz's accusations against Job in the Book of Job,
highlighting the theological debate about suffering, divine justice, and the nature of
God's involvement in human affairs.

Eliphaz's Accusations Against Job
Eliphaz presents specific accusations against Job, claiming he is guilty of various sins
without evidence.

« Eliphaz's attitude becomes increasingly negative and accusatory.

o He asserts that Job's suffering is due to his wrongdoing.

« Specific accusations include taking clothing as collateral, withholding water and
food from the needy, and neglecting widows and orphans.

« Eliphaz's claims lack evidence and are based on assumptions rather than facts.

Theological Misunderstandings in Eliphaz's Arguments
Eliphaz's arguments reflect a flawed understanding of God's nature and justice.

e He suggests that good deeds do not impress God, implying God's detachment
from human actions.

« Eliphaz contradicts himself by stating God is both distant and aware of Job's
sins.

« He fails to acknowledge Job's integrity and blamelessness, insisting that Job's
suffering must be due to hidden sins.

» The discussion highlights the tension between divine justice and human
perception of suffering.

Job's Response to Eliphaz's Claims
Job's integrity and righteousness are central to his defense against Eliphaz's
accusations.

e Job maintains that he has not committed the sins Eliphaz accuses him of.
e He argues that the wicked often prosper, countering Eliphaz's claims about divine
punishment.
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» Job expresses frustration at Eliphaz's refusal to acknowledge his arguments and
the reality of his situation.

o The dialogue illustrates the struggle between Job's experience and Eliphaz's rigid
theological views.

The Importance of Repentance and Acknowledgment of Sin
Eliphaz emphasizes the need for repentance and submission to God as a path to
peace.

« He advises Job to agree with God and acknowledge his sinfulness.

« Eliphaz's message includes accepting God's standards and instructions.

e The discussion touches on the broader theme of repentance in the context of
faith and relationship with God.

o Eliphaz's advice, while correct in principle, is misapplied to Job's situation, as Job
is already blameless.

The Nature of Sin and Repentance
The text discusses the importance of recognizing sin and the necessity of repentance
for spiritual transformation.

« Emphasizes that God hates all sin, including homosexuality, fornication, and
adultery.

« Highlights that all sinners, including homosexuals, can be transformed and
forgiven through repentance.

o Stresses the need to submit to God's authority and accept His standards.

Job's Struggles and Misunderstandings
The text illustrates Job's plight and the misunderstandings he faces from his friends
regarding his suffering.

« Job is portrayed as a devoted servant of God who has kept his vows and is
seeking answers.

« Eliphaz, one of Job's friends, misinterprets Job's situation, suggesting he must
repent for hidden sins.

» Job feels unheard and frustrated, having already been humbled by his suffering.

The Call to Abandon Material Wealth
The text encourages a shift in focus from material wealth to spiritual richness in God.

« Eliphaz advises Job to lay aside his gold and silver, suggesting that wealth is a
source of trouble.

o The message parallels Jesus' teaching to the rich young ruler about the dangers
of materialism.
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« The ultimate goal is to find peace and satisfaction in God rather than in material
possessions.

The Consequences of Pride and Humility
The text addresses the relationship between pride, humility, and divine favor.

« Eliphaz claims that God saves the lowly and that Job's pride is preventing him
from receiving help.

o Job is already in a state of humility and does not see himself as prideful.

« The text highlights the tension between God's sovereignty and human free will in
the context of suffering.

The Importance of Self-Reflection and Repentance
The text concludes with a call for self-assessment and genuine repentance.

o Encourages readers to examine their own lives for unacknowledged sins.

o Suggests that true repentance involves surrendering all aspects of life to God.

o Emphasizes that living in a fallen world requires ongoing effort to maintain faith
and righteousness.



