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Job Chapter 20 Summary — Zophar’s Second Speech

Zophar the Naamathite delivers a harsh, angry, and uncompromising speech. He is
clearly offended by Job’s words in chapter 19 (especially Job’s confidence in his
Redeemer and his warning that his friends might face judgment). Zophar insists that the
traditional doctrine of retribution is absolutely true: the wicked always prosper only
briefly and then suffer sudden, dramatic, and total destruction.

Key Sections:

1. Zophar’s Agitation and Introduction (vv. 1-3) Zophar says Job’s rebuke has
insulted and shamed him, and his spirit compels him to answer quickly.

2. The Short-Lived Triumph of the Wicked (vv. 4-11)

o From ancient times, everyone has known that the wicked enjoy joy only for
a moment.

o Their pride reaches to the heavens, but they perish forever like their own
dung.

o Even though they seem strong and youthful, they vanish; their children will
have to repay what was stolen and grovel before the poor.

3. The Poisonous “Sweetness” of Wicked Gains (vv. 12-19) Zophar uses vivid,
almost disgusting imagery:

o Evilis sweet in the wicked person’s mouth, but it turns to the venom of
cobras inside him.

o Wealth gained by oppression will be vomited up; God will force it out of his
belly.

o He will suck the poison of cobras; riches will become gall and serpent
venom within him.

o He will not enjoy the profits of his trading—he swallowed riches and will
spit them out.

4. The Reason: Oppression and Injustice (vv. 19-23) The core sin of the wicked
is that they crushed and abandoned the poor, violently seized houses, and
refused to help the needy. Because they never knew contentment, nothing they
desired will be saved.

5. Sudden and Total Destruction (vv. 24-29)

o When they think they are safe, God’s arrows and terrors will strike.

o Bronze bows, iron weapons, lightning, darkness, flood, and fire will
consume them.
Heaven will reveal their iniquity, and the earth will rise up against them.
Their wealth will be swept away “on the day of God’s wrath.” Zophar
concludes: “This is the wicked man’s portion from God, the heritage
decreed for him by God.”

Tone and Purpose
Zophar’s speech is the most ferocious and graphic of all the friends’ speeches so far.
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There is no compassion, no nuance, and no willingness to consider that Job might be
innocent. He simply reapplies the retribution principle with maximum force: wicked
people (like Job, in Zophar’s view) always get what they deserve, and quickly. The
imagery is deliberately repulsive—dung, vomit, snake venom—to drive home the point
that any pleasure the wicked experience is fleeting and turns deadly.

In short, chapter 20 is Zophar doubling down: “Job, your suffering proves you are
wicked, and wicked people always end in ruin—no exceptions.” This sets the stage for
Job’s powerful rebuttal in chapters 21 and beyond.

The document is a commentary on Job Chapter 20, discussing the themes of suffering,
divine justice, and the flawed understanding of God's nature by Job's friends.

Opening Prayer and Context

The session begins with a prayer for those in need, particularly focusing on the Henson
family during a difficult time.

o The prayer acknowledges the pain of loss and emphasizes hope in eternal life.
« It references Psalm 34:18, highlighting God's closeness to the brokenhearted.
o The prayer sets a reflective tone for the discussion on Job.

Job's Struggles and Friends' Accusations
Job is in a state of distress, facing accusations from his friends regarding his suffering.

« Job insists he is blameless and has repented of any wrongdoing.

o His friends, particularly Zophar, accuse him of hidden wickedness causing his
misery.

« Job's understanding of his suffering is rooted in his belief that God is in control,
not Satan.

Zophar's Response and Theological Views

Zophar responds to Job's claims with a focus on divine justice and punishment for the
wicked.

o He expresses anger at Job's warnings and feels insulted by Job's assertions.
o Zophar reiterates the belief that God punishes the wicked, a theme consistent
throughout their discussions.
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o He emphasizes that the joy of the wicked is temporary and will ultimately lead to
their downfall.

Poetic Allegories and Accusations
Zophar employs poetic language to illustrate his points about the fate of the wicked.

o He uses metaphors of dung and dreams to convey the fleeting nature of the
wicked's prosperity.

o Zophar accuses Job of having ill-gotten gains and suggests that his wealth will
be returned to the poor.

» He implies that Job's children, who have died, are suffering due to Job's
wickedness.

The Nature of Wickedness and Consequences

Zophar elaborates on the consequences of wickedness, using food analogies to
illustrate his points.

» He claims that while evil may seem enjoyable, it ultimately leads to destruction.

o Zophar suggests that Job's wealth is a result of wrongdoing and will be taken
away by God.

» He emphasizes that the wicked will not enjoy the fruits of their labor, as they
have acted unjustly.

Final Accusations and Reflection on Human Nature

Zophar concludes with specific accusations against Job, reflecting on human greed and
gluttony.

o He alleges that Job has oppressed the poor and has been greedy, leading to his
current suffering.

o The discussion prompts reflection on personal contentment and the dangers of
never being satisfied.

e Zophar's accusations serve as a reminder of the importance of benevolence and
the consequences of selfishness.

Flawed Theology and Misunderstanding of God

The text discusses how flawed theology can lead to incorrect judgments about others,
particularly in the context of Job's suffering.

e Many people hold onto flawed theological beliefs that prevent them from
understanding God's true nature.
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The speaker reflects on their own past experiences with bad theology and the
need for correction.

Job's friends have forgotten his integrity and past testimonies due to their rigid
beliefs.

The speaker emphasizes the importance of seeking clarity from God rather than
making assumptions based on flawed theology.

The Consequences of Misjudgment

The text highlights the severe consequences of misjudging others based on incorrect
beliefs.

Job's friends accuse him of being wicked despite his previous righteousness.
They ignore the possibility of mercy and grace in their judgments.

The speaker points out that accusations without direct communication are
unbiblical and harmful.

The consequences of their misjudgment lead to a complete disregard for Job's
character and past.

The Nature of God's Justice

The text explores the concept of God's justice and the misunderstanding of how it
operates.

Zophar, one of Job's friends, incorrectly asserts that calamities are a direct result
of wickedness.

The speaker notes that while God's justice is real, it does not always manifest in
immediate punishment for the wicked.

The idea that wicked people never prosper is challenged, as many do thrive
despite their actions.

The speaker emphasizes that true understanding of God includes recognizing
His mercy and grace.

The Importance of Repentance and Redemption

The text concludes with a call for true freedom through repentance and understanding
of God's grace.

The speaker stresses that true freedom comes from being freed from the penalty
of sin.

Acknowledging the need for repentance is crucial for spiritual liberation.

The speaker reflects on the significance of Jesus' sacrifice in providing
forgiveness and eternal life.
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o The message encourages individuals to seek true freedom by turning away from
sin and embracing God's mercy.



