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Summary of Job Chapter 15 (Eliphaz's Second Speech)

Eliphaz the Temanite speaks again, delivering a harsh and more intense rebuke to Job
than in his first speech (chapter 4-5).

Key points:

1.

Accusation of arrogance and emptiness (vv. 1-6) Eliphaz says Job’s words
are nothing but hot air and wind. He accuses Job of being verbose, irreverent,
and self-condemning—claiming that Job’s own mouth proves his guilt because
he is undermining reverence for God and speaking against Him.
Rhetorical questions challenging Job’s wisdom (vv. 7-13) Eliphaz
sarcastically asks if Job was the first man born or has secret access to God’s
council. He implies Job is acting as if he has superior wisdom that even the aged
and wise lack, and accuses him of rejecting the comfort and traditional wisdom
his friends are offering.
No one is pure before God (vv. 14—-16) Eliphaz insists that no human being can
be righteous or pure in God’s sight. Even the heavens and angels are not
perfectly pure; how much less a mortal who “drinks injustice like water”? This is
meant to refute Job’s claims of innocence.
The fate of the wicked (vv. 17-35) Drawing on traditional wisdom (“what the
wise have observed”), Eliphaz paints a vivid, terrifying picture of how the wicked
always suffer:

o They are in constant pain and terror (v. 20—24).

o Their prosperity is short-lived; they live in fear of destruction.

o God opposes them; they are like a vine that loses its unripe grapes or an

olive tree that drops its blossoms (vv. 30-33).
o Inthe end, “the company of the godless is barren,” and fire consumes
their tents (v. 34).

Eliphaz’s core message: Job’s intense suffering is clear evidence that he must be
wicked and is reaping what he has sown. He offers no sympathy, only condemnation,
and doubles down on the traditional retribution theology: the wicked always suffer, the
righteous prosper.

This speech deepens the tension between Job and his friends and sets up Job’s
anguished response in the following chapters.
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The document discusses a biblical analysis of Job's interactions with his friends,
focusing on their accusations and the nature of communication in the context of
accountability and honesty.

Job's Friends' Accusations and Dialogue

The dialogue between Job and his friends reveals deep misunderstandings and
accusations regarding Job's character and relationship with God.

« Job's friends, particularly Eliphaz, return to confront him about his claims of
innocence.

o Eliphaz accuses Job of speaking without wisdom and suggests that his words
show a lack of fear of God.

» The friends believe Job's suffering is a direct result of his sin, despite Job's
insistence on his blamelessness.

« Eliphaz questions Job's authority to speak on God's behalf and implies that Job's
claims are arrogant.

o The friends emphasize their age and experience, suggesting that Job should
respect their wisdom.

The Nature of Human Sinfulness

Eliphaz argues that all humans are inherently sinful and cannot claim purity or
righteousness.

o Eliphaz asserts that no one born of a woman can be pure or righteous.

« He emphasizes that even angels are not pure in God's sight, implying that
humans are even less so.

o The argument is made that Job's claim of innocence is impossible due to his
humanity.

Tradition and Theological Beliefs

Eliphaz insists that Job's views contradict long-standing theological beliefs passed down
through generations.

» He references the wisdom of ancestors, suggesting that Job is challenging
established beliefs.

« Eliphaz presents a traditional view that the wicked suffer while the righteous
prosper, which Job's situation contradicts.

o The friends believe they are upholding a theology that has been accepted for
generations, dismissing Job's perspective.

The Consequences of Wickedness
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Eliphaz describes the fate of the wicked, reinforcing the idea that Job's suffering is
deserved.

He states that the wicked experience pain and misery throughout their lives.
Eliphaz warns Job that dreadful sounds and destruction await the wicked,
implying that Job is marked for punishment.

The argument is made that there is no escape for the wicked, reinforcing the
belief that Job's suffering is a result of his wrongdoing.

Job's Despair and Search for Sustenance

Job expresses his deep despair and search for spiritual sustenance amidst his
suffering.

Job feels lost and unable to find contentment, likening his search for sustenance
to a search for spiritual fulfillment.

Eliphaz suggests that Job's wickedness has led to his current state of distress
and anguish.

The metaphor of bread is used to illustrate that true sustenance comes from
God, who is the "bread of life."

The Nature of Wickedness and Its Consequences

Eliphaz describes the fate of the wicked, emphasizing their inevitable downfall.

The wicked are compared to a king entering a battle, filled with fear and
uncertainty about their fate.

Eliphaz asserts that there is no peace for the wicked, and they will face dire
consequences for their actions.

He warns Job that his prosperity has masked his iniquities, leading to God's
judgment.

The Premature Death of the Wicked

Eliphaz warns Job about the consequences of his wickedness, including premature

death.

He states that the wicked will not live long and will face death before their time.
The analogy of unripe grapes and olive blossoms illustrates the idea of untimely
demise.

Eliphaz emphasizes that Job's children and future generations will also suffer due
to his actions.

The Role of Friends and Human Comfort
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The speaker reflects on the limitations of human friendship and the importance of divine
support.

« Job's friends fail to provide comfort, leading him to seek solace in God instead.
« The speaker acknowledges the value of friends but emphasizes that only God
can provide true comfort and understanding.
e The need to prioritize one's relationship with God over human opinions is
highlighted.
Conclusion and Prayer for Strength
The speaker concludes with a prayer for strength and guidance amidst trials.

« Acknowledgment of the importance of divine mercy, grace, and peace in difficult

times.

e A reminder to seek protection from both external adversaries and internal
struggles.

« The prayer emphasizes reliance on God as the ultimate source of support and
comfort.



