The Book of Job

Play video book of Job
The Book Of Job Is A Focus On The Questions Raised By Jobs Suffering

God’s wisdom, goodness, and justice surpass human assumptions of fairness and reasoning. Job, his wife, and friends
speculate on why an upright man like Job suffers. God reminds Job that the world has order and beauty, but it’s also wild
and dangerous. Though we don’t always know why we suffer, we can bring our pain to God and trust His wisdom.

SET IN "UZ" FAR ALJAY FROM ISRAEL

The precise location of the Land of Uz, where Job lived, is not definitively known but is generally believed to be in northern
Arabia or southern Jordan, near the ancient territory of Edom. Clues from the Book of Jeremiah and biblical genealogies
connect Uz to the Edomites and Arameans. Archaeological findings in modern-day Jordan suggest settlements from Job's era
with similar cultural practices, providing evidence for this region as a likely location.

ALL CHARACTERS ARE NON-ISRAELITES (Job is a Gentile)

THERE IS NO CLEAR HISTORICAL SETTING

Biblical Connections:

Jeremiah 25:20: describes the "kings of the land of
Uz," placing it among other ancient kingdoms like
Philistia, Edom, Moab, and Ammon, suggesting a
location in the Arabian region.

Lamentations 4:21: directly links Uz to Edom,
saying, "Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom,
you who dwell in the land of Uz

Geographical Clues:

The Book of Job mentions conditions like
extensive livestock and agriculture, which are
consistent with the land of Uz.

Genealogies:

The biblical genealogies in Genesis connect Uz
to both the Aramean (Syrian) and Edomite
(Jordanian) lineages.

Archaeological Evidence:
Excavations in Jordan have uncovered settlements dating to Job's estimated time period with cultural practices that
align with descriptions in the Book of Job.

The Big Idea
God’s wisdom, goodness, and justice transcend our assumptions about fairness and push beyond the limitations of
human reasoning.


https://bibleproject.com/videos/job/

Why do good people suffer? Why is there evil in the world? Why can’t God make it so that everyone always gets what
they deserve? Many people turn to Job to learn about how to deal with suffering as it is a very realistic portrayal of
someone dealing with circumstances that are unfair. But is that all the book of Job is about?

The Israelites categorized Job within their wisdom literature. The book includes language from ancient legal
proceedings, laments, and unique terms not found elsewhere in the Bible. In addition, the majority of Job is written in
parallel lines which are indicative of poetry.

The book delves into issues near to the heart of every human who experiences suffering. The prologue provides a
fascinating peek into the back story—why God allowed Satan to afflict Job with such pain and turmoil. Then, through a
series of dialogues and monologues arranged in a pattern of threes, human wisdom attempts to explain the
unexplainable, until finally God Himself speaks.

Key Themes

The Mystery of Suffering: The book acknowledges that the reason for suffering is a profound mystery that humans
cannot fully grasp.

Sovereignty of God:
God is portrayed as sovereign over all suffering and all events in the universe.

Faith in Adversity:
The core message is that genuine faith is shown through trust in God, even when one's circumstances are difficult and
incomprehensible.

Beyond Human Justice:
The narrative challenges the idea that God operates solely on human principles of justice, where good fortune is always
a direct result of good deeds.

Hope and Restoration:
Despite the extreme hardship, the book offers a message of hope, showing that God's ultimate faithfulness can lead to
restoration after trials.

Recommended links for the studying the book of Job

Rick Burgess Bible Study on YouTube or audio only at The Man Church

The BibleProject.org on Book of Job

Book of Job by the Story Church on YouTube

In apple podcast or iHeart and Spotify you can search by search by “bible study by rick burgess” to see bible studies.


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpViJumuaVXMvQiRp8yT88D8OgDFkAI2d
https://cms.megaphone.fm/channel/BMDC5003956956?selected=BMDC2227852921
https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-job/#about
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeYVzv1dOydV-PWfd3vWTGJBaXO-AeZPh

Outline of the Book of Job
1. Job’s Tragedy (1:1-2:13)
2. Job’s Cosmic Lament over His Suffering (3:1-26)
3. The Debate between Job and His Friends over the Meaning of His Suffering (4:1-27:23)
i Round one (4:1-14:22)
a. Eliphaz (4:1-5:27)
Job (6:1-7:21)
Bildad (8:1-22)
Job (9:1-10:22)
Zophar (11:1-20)
f. Job(12:1-14:22)
ii. Round two (15:1-21:34)
a. Eliphaz (15:1-35)
Job (16:1-17:16)
Bildad (18:1-21)
Job (19:1-29)
Zophar (20:1-29)
f. Job (21:1-34)
iii. Round three (22:1-27:23)
a. Eliphaz (22:1-30)
b. Job (23:1-24:25)
c. Bildad (25:1-6)
d. Job (26:1-27:23)
iv. Interlude: Where can wisdom be found? (28:1-28)
v. Job’s final defense (29:1-31:40)
4. Elihu’s Speeches (32:1-37:24)
5. The Lord’s Speeches (38:1-41:34)
i First speech: Creation and its inhabitants (38:1-40:5)
a. The architecture of creation (38:1-38)
b. Different animals in creation (38:39-39:30)
c. Job’s first response (40:1-5)
ii. Second speech: Behemoth and Leviathan (40:6—41:34)
a. The preparation of the divine warrior (40:6—14)
b. Behemoth (40:15-24)
c. Leviathan (41:1-34)
6. Job’s Restoration (42:1-17)
i.  Job’s second response and his spiritual restoration (42:1-6)
ii.  Job’s social and physical restoration (42:7-17)
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Bible Study

Book Chapter Minutes Bible Study with Rick Burgess
Job Ch.1:1-12 59
Job Ch.1:13-22 61

The author then transports readers to a heavenly courtroom where God is meeting with spiritual beings. Among them is
a figure called the satan, which in Hebrew means “the one opposed.” God presents Job as an admirable and righteous
man. But the satan dismisses this, saying that Job only serves God because of his blessings and protection over Job. The
opposer is sure that if God stopped treating Job so generously, Job would curse God. God knows that Job’s faithfulness is
not based on circumstance, so he allows the satan to inflict suffering on Job’s life, affecting his family, riches, and health.

At this point, many of us are wondering why God would allow a good person to suffer this injustice. It’s an important
guestion, and the prologue helps us get to the root: Does God'’s justice mean he rewards and punishes people based on
their behavior? And if good people suffer, does that mean God isn’t just? The book of Job explores this question and
offers a surprising answer in the conclusion. But before we get to that, we’ll see how Job’s friends try to make sense of
his suffering and God’s role in it.

God said Job is blameless, righteous, and honored God, the book opens with God in heaven, where Satan ("the accuser")
challenges Job's righteousness, claiming Job is only faithful because God has blessed him. God allows Satan to test Job's
faith by taking away his wealth, children, and health.

In the First suffering Job loses everything money, property, and his children
Second Job loses his health

Job's Righteous Character (Job 1:1, 1:8)

e Job 1:1 introduces Job as a blameless, upright man who feared God and shunned evil, setting the stage for the
spiritual tests he would face.

The terms “blameless” and “upright” in v. 1 do not describe people who live lives of sinless perfection; rather,
they describe those who have found favor in the eyes of God and other people. Job is also described as one who
“feared God.” In a non-Israelite context, fearing God could refer to being ritually or ethically conscientious. In
sum, Job is a model of devotion and integrity.

Job 1:2-3 Job’s prosperity is described in terms of his family and his possessions. Job is portrayed as the ultimate
example of a person who is beyond reproach and who has achieved success by the highest standards.

e Job 1:4-5 Why does Job imagine his family might curse God at their feasts? If Job is engaged in an appeasement
mentality, he wants to reap benefits from a god that he is serving. The stage is set for the challenger to raise the
issue of Job’s motives and God’s policies.

e Job 1:6-12 In ancient Near Eastern polytheistic cultures, the divine council was populated by the chief gods. In
OT monotheism this concept is revised. These angels, as administrative functionaries, possess no independent
divine authority, but they do have delegated roles in administrating Yahweh’s authority.

e Job 1:8 is a pivotal moment where God highlights Job's impeccable character to Satan, stating, "Have you
considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God
and shuns evil".

e [FJob 1:8: “Then the Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job?’


https://www.youtube.com/live/HHX8CISsl_o?si=ra60mRHaaA4zlKe1
https://www.youtube.com/live/vG9hOx4U5HI?si=FLBA-8hZesEtcCiq
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201:1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201:8

The Heavenly Confrontation (Job 1:6-12)

e Job 1:6-7 Depicts Satan appearing before the Lord among the heavenly host, and when questioned, he claims to
have been roaming and back and forth on the earth.

e Job 1:6 The Hebrew word transliterated as the proper name “Satan” refers to one who challenges. We are not in
a position to claim that the challenger in Job should be identified with Satan as we know him in the NT.

e Job 1:7-12 The challenger is questioning the validity of a moral order in which the righteous unfailingly prosper,
or what we can call the “retribution principle.” He raises the point that Job’s motives are open to question: Is he
truly righteous or just acting in ways that will benefit him and his family?

The challenger’s claim stems not from some identified flaw in Job but from his experience with human nature.
The challenger’s assertion is that God'’s policy is misguided and ill-advised.

e Job 1:9-12 Do we follow and respect God only because he has blessed us? Or do we not follow him because he
hasn’t? What motivates our relationship with the Lord?

e Job 1:12 shows God granting Satan limited power to test Job, saying to Satan, "Everything he has is in your
power; but you may not strike the man himself".

Job's Worship in the Face of Loss (Job 1:20-22)

e Job 1:20-22 recounts Job's reaction upon learning of the deaths of his children and the loss of his property. He
tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell to the ground in worship.

Job’s initial response to this utterly devastating news reflects the normal customs of mourning. Job
acknowledges by his prostration that God has performed a remarkable act, and Job accepts it as such; he abases
himself in response to the great power that God has demonstrated. The challenger said Job would “curse” God
to his face (v. 11), but Job does not attribute wrongdoing to God, nor is he calling God to accountability. This is
not Job’s final posture, but his reflection at this stage; we will later see that Job does call God to account.

e [= Job 1:21: “Naked | came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has
taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.”

e Job 1:21 contains a profound statement of faith and trust in God's sovereignty: "Naked | came from my mother's
womb, and naked | will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be
praised".

o Job 1:1-22 We should not conclude that the text is providing us with a biblically authorized response to
suffering in the character of Job; we must maintain the distinction between description and prescription.
Undoubtedly God was pleased with Job’s response, but a variety of other responses may have been just as
acceptable. This part of the book is not designed to detail “the” right response to suffering.

o Job 1:20-22 Job’s initial response to this utterly devastating news reflects the normal customs of mourning. Job
acknowledges by his prostration that God has performed a remarkable act, and Job accepts it as such; he abases
himself in response to the great power that God has demonstrated. The challenger said Job would “curse” God
to his face (v. 11), but Job does not attribute wrongdoing to God, nor is he calling God to accountability. This is
not Job’s final posture, but his reflection at this stage; we will later see that Job does call God to account.

e ==Job 1:1-22 We should not conclude that the text is providing us with a biblically authorized response to
suffering in the character of Job; we must maintain the distinction between description and prescription.
Undoubtedly God was pleased with Job’s response, but a variety of other responses may have been just as
acceptable. This part of the book is not designed to detail “the” right response to suffering.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201:21

JOB 1 QUESTIONS

1. If you could describe your vision of a wonderful life for yourself and your family, what would it include?

2. Activity: Read the headlines from some of your favorite news websites or apps. Where are people experiencing
suffering in the world? What emotions do you experience when you read those stories?

3. What can we learn about Job as a person from verses Job 1: 1-5?

4. How might we understand verse Job 1: 5? What was the purpose of Job’s offerings?

5. What can we learn about Satan from verses Job 1: 6-127?

6. Explore: Read more about Satan and his forces in Ephesians 6:10—-20. How would you describe Satan’s role in the
world today?

7. What surprises you most from verses Job 1: 13-22? Why?

8. How would you identify the cause of these events? Who was to blame?

9. What are some ways your life has been affected by tragedy?

10. Worship: Read Job’s expression of worship in verse Job 1: 20, then make a list of the ways you have been
blessed over the past year. Also make a list of the ways you have experienced suffering. Praise God for His
sovereignty and wisdom demonstrated through both lists.

11. What steps do you currently take to seek spiritual blessings for your family?

Character and accusation

12.
13.
14.

How is Job described at the beginning of the chapter?
What does Satan accuse Job of being motivated by?
What is the "hedge of protection" mentioned in the text?

God's role and the test

15.
16.

Why does Satan claim Job's faithfulness is conditional?
Why does God allow Satan to test Job?

17. What is the purpose of the heavenly scene where God and Satan are interacting?
18. What restrictions did God place on Satan?

Job's suffering and reaction

19.

How did Job react to the loss of his children and possessions?

20. What does the phrase "the Lord gives and the Lord takes away" mean in the context of Job's response?

21.

How does Job's reaction to his losses compare to the "prosperity gospel"?

The larger theological questions
22. How does the story challenge our understanding of God's sovereignty?
23. How does Job's story relate to personal experiences of suffering and loss?
24. What role does faith play in dealing with suffering?
25. What does the story teach about spiritual warfare beyond our sight?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201:1-Job%201:5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201:5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201:6-Job%201:12
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph%206:10-Eph%206:20
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201:13-Job%201:22
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201:20

Job 2 - Satan Attacks Job's Health Job 3
Book Chapter Minutes Bible Study with Rick Burgess

Job Ch. 2 55
The Prologue introduces us to Job as a man of faith and shows how his fortunes on earth were directed by heavenly

forces beyond his control. But its full purpose lies even deeper. It is a deliberately planned foundation on which the
spiritual message of the book is based. Without this prologue the Job of the dialogues and monologues might justly be
considered a man with an insufferable self-righteousness, and the reader would be left without a heavenly perspective,
much as in the other theodicies of the ancient Near East. With this Prologue the purpose of the book is clarified—to
show that in a world where evil is a reality, good people may appear to suffer unjustly, but that such injustice is
precipitated by the Accuser and, though permitted by God, it is an expression of God's total confidence that the faith of
his servant will triumph.

At a special time set aside for it, the Accuser again appeared with "the sons of God" and as a subordinate presented
himself before the Lord. The Accuser continued to roam the earth, obviously looking for those he would take "captive to
do his will" (2:26). He lost the first round of this contest. For the third time the Lord triumphantly described Job as a
unique servant (no one like him), a pure and devout man who has become even stronger as a result of the testing. "He
still maintains his integrity."

As if to add a bit of irony, the Lord said to the Accuser, "You incited me against him to ruin him without any reason." The
words should not be used to imply that God can somehow be stirred up to do things that are against his will. On the
contrary, God suggested Job to the Accuser (1:8; 2:3) in the first place. All Job's suffering was part of the divine purpose,
as God says "Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?" But when God uses a secondary
cause to affect the life of a human, even Satan can be said to stir him up.

The phrase "without any reason" (a word elsewhere translated "without cause") needs some clarification. Satan had a
cause or reason for doing what he did—to discredit God; and certainly God was accomplishing his own cause or
purpose. In 1:9 Satan used the same word to accuse Job of having an ulterior purpose for serving God. Now God taunts
the Accuser with the counteraccusation that Satan himself is the one who wants to see injustice done. The translation of
this key word as "without any reason" is good at this point. It means there was no immediate sinfulness in Job that
called for punishment.

Job 2:4-6 Satan did not consider his energy to have been wasted. His next move was to obtain permission to attack Job's
body. With the adage "Skin for skin! A man will give all he has for his own life," Satan suggested that even Job's
triumphant faith expressed in his doxology (1:21) was only a ploy by which he was purchasing his personal well-being.
He was even willing to sacrifice the skin of his loved ones to save his own. If God would send his hand against Job's body
(i.e., permit Satan to do so), Job's verbal piety would prove to be a sham; and he would curse God to his face. The
contest was about to take on a new intensity. God placed Job in the hands of their mutual adversary but limited his
power—"you must spare his life." The suffering of the innocent is a mystery that defies all human logic.

God's Sovereignty and Satan's Role

e Job 2:1-6 The chapter begins with Satan appearing before the Lord again, and God allows him to test Job
further, but with the condition, "but save his life". This shows God's absolute sovereignty over evil, even though
He is not the author of it. Satan, the accuser, acts within boundaries set by God to allow for a greater display of
Job's faithfulness.


https://www.youtube.com/live/y-JAKmDP_nw?si=R2SC_R4haNKpwEaL

Focusing on Faith in Affliction

Job 2:3 God praises Job to Satan, saying, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the
earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that fears God, and evil? and still he holds fast his integrity". This verse
underscores Job's unwavering faithfulness and moral character, even after experiencing devastating loss.

Job 2:7-8 It is not important for us to know about Job's disease. The symptoms were many. The "painful sores"
all over his body, from the soles of his feet to the tip of his head, were perhaps only the initial stage of the
malady. Job speaks of other complications in 30:17, 27, 30. The Semitic root for "sores" denotes fever and
inflammation, but in the OT it describes diseases that have symptoms appearing on the skin (Ex 9:9; Lev 13; Dt
28:27, 35). The scratching Job did with the potsherd was because of the nature of his disease. He used this only
as a counterirritant and not for the ancient practice of laceration as a sign of mourning for the dead (Dt 14:1).

Job 2:9-10 Job's wife, witnessing his severe physical suffering, tells him to "Curse God and die!". Job's reply
reveals his deep understanding: "You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and shall
we not accept trouble?". This statement demonstrates his acceptance of God's sovereign will, even in the midst
of pain and despair.

IZ~ Job 2:10: “Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?”

Job’s lliness and Reaction (2:7-10)

Job does not yield to his wife’s advice as did Adam. He characterizes her as foolish. This is not a reflection on her
intelligence but rather on her moral and spiritual deficiency (Rowley, 37). The masculine form of this word
(foolish) is used to designate the fool who suggests that God does not figure in the affairs of this life (Ps 14:1). As
far as Job’s wife is concerned, Job’s integrity is of no value in the eyes of God. It has not protected him against
adversity. Job counters by stating that it is appropriate to receive not only good from God but trouble.

The Friends' Arrival

Job 2:11-13 The chapter concludes with the arrival of Job's three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. They came
to offer comfort, but their silence and eventual interactions with Job are pivotal to the unfolding narrative of the
book.

JOB 2 QUESTIONS
1. Onascale of 1 (poorly) to 10 (well), how well do you typically handle pain?
2. What strikes you as interesting or noteworthy from verses Job 2:1-10? Why?
3. What can we learn about God from those verses?
4. How might we understand these interactions between God and Satan? Are they historical moments or part of a
parable or morality story? Explain.
5. Look at verses Job 2:9-10. What does it mean to “accept” adversity from God?
6. What are your first impressions of Job’s friends based on verses Job 2:11-13?
7. What does our culture do well in terms of helping people grieve?
8. Where do you need to express grief or sadness in your life?
9. Where might you have an opportunity to be a resource for others who need to express grief or sadness?

Difficult Questions

10. Why would a just and merciful God allow Satan to harm Job even further after his initial torment? (Job 2:3-6)
11. How can God'’s conversation with Satan, suggesting further suffering, be reconciled with the Bible’s portrayal of

God’s goodness? (Job 2:1-6)


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%202:10

12. Could Job’s condition—covered in painful sores—have a natural explanation, or does this story conflict with
scientific understanding of disease? (Job 2:7)

13. Why is there no mention of any historical records or archaeological evidence for such extreme suffering and
divine testing? (Job 2)

14. Does Job’s wife telling him to “curse God and die” contradict the concept of marital unity and support found
elsewhere in Scripture? (Job 2:9)

God and Satan
15. What was the nature of the second conversation between God and Satan, and how was it similar to or different
from the first?
16. Why would a just God allow Satan to harm Job further, and how can God's actions be reconciled with his
goodness?
17. What are the restrictions God placed on Satan during the second attack on Job?
18. How does this chapter contribute to our understanding of the character of Satan?

Job's suffering and reaction
19. How did Job's new afflictions intensify the pain he already felt?
20. How does Job's reaction to his suffering challenge common ideas about the "prosperity gospel"?
21. How can we apply Job's example of not sinning to our own lives when we face suffering?

Job's wife and friends
22. What was Job's wife's "solution" to their suffering, and how did Job respond to it?
23. How does Job's response to his wife's suggestion reveal his understanding of God?
24. How can we use the example of Job's friends to support those who are suffering?

The arrival of Job's friends (Job 2:11-13)
25. Who are the three friends that come to visit Job? What is their purpose in coming?
26. Why do they not recognize Job when they first see him? What does this say about his condition?
27. The friends sit with Job in silence for seven days and nights. Why do they do this, and what does this show about
the role of a friend in times of suffering?

Theological and personal reflection questions

28. Based on this chapter, what can we learn about the character and tactics of Satan?

29. How does Job's story in chapter 2 challenge the idea of the "prosperity gospel," which suggests that faithful
believers will always be blessed with health and wealth?

30. The text reveals the conversation between God and Satan, but Job remains unaware of it. How can this help us
understand our own suffering when we do not know the reasons behind our trials?

31. Think about Job's response to his wife. How can we apply his reaction when facing discouragement from those
closest to us?

32. How does this chapter shape or challenge your understanding of God's character and His role in human
suffering?
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Job 3 - Job Laments His Birth

Book Chapter Minutes Bible Study with Rick Burgess
Job Ch.3 54

Literary Structure

The arrangement of this book includes a large poetic section (3:1-42:6) flanked by shorter prose sections. The prologue
(1:2-2:13) pictures Job in his original happiness and details his calamities; the epilogue (42:7-17) depicts Job’s restoration
and final satisfaction.

The bulk, of the poetic section is given over to the speeches of Job and his comforters (4:1-27:23), aligned in three
cycles:

They are flanked by Job’s opening soliloquy (3:1-26) and his closing peroration (29:1-31:40). Ch. 28 disturbs the
symmetry of the book with its Hymn on Wisdom and the uncertainty of the speaker. Chs. 32-37 contain the
presentations of Elihu, who is neither anticipated in the prologue nor assessed in the epilogue. Possibly Elihu should be
seen as an adjudicator, providing a human estimate (32:12; 33:12) of the previous speeches. The book ends with the
Lord’s critique (42:7).

Job Laments
A conversational dialogue of poetry between Job and his friends

Job’s Cosmic Lament over His Suffering

After sitting with his friends for 7 days, Job expresses his deep despair by cursing the day of his birth. He didn’t
understand why God allowed him to be born if suffering and loss was to be his fate. He trusted that God’s light was still
with him, but he couldn’t make sense of his circumstances. Job 3 begins the poetic section of the book in which Job and
his friends discuss the reasons for his suffering.

There is nothing left for Job but to lament. He refuses to incriminate himself falsely, and he refuses to blame or abandon
God. But he does not hesitate to express his anguish in the strongest terms. “Let the day perish in which | was born, and
the night that said, ‘A man-child is conceived’” (Job 3:3). “Why did | not die at birth, come forth from the womb and
expire?” (Job 3:11). “Or why was | not buried like a stillborn child, like an infant that never sees the light?” (Job 3:16).
“Why is light given to one who cannot see the way, whom God has fenced in?” (Job 3:23). Notice that Job’s lament is
almost entirely in the form of questions. The cause of his suffering is a mystery. Indeed, it may be the greatest mystery
of faith. Why does God allow people he loves to suffer? Job does not know the answer, so the most honest thing he can
do is ask questions.

Job, his wife, and his friends continually speculate on why an upright man like Job might experience so much suffering.
God reminds Job that the world has order and beauty but it is also wild and dangerous. While we do not always know
why we suffer, we can bring our pain and grief to God and trust his wisdom.

Job's Suffering:
Job endures unimaginable loss but remains faithful, refusing to curse God.

Job’s Lament
After a week of silence, Job opens his mouth and curses the day of his birth. He wishes he had never been born, but
since it is too late to change that, he wants God to let him die.


https://www.youtube.com/live/X3PLXxL7d7s?si=GDkmeYcqKPjky_I2
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e Job 3:1-19 SORRY TO SURVIVE - Job laments the day of his conception, and the day of his birth. Job curses the
day of his birth, extols the blessings of death, and yet complains that he cannot die! He assigns total darkness to
the day a male child—himself—was conceived. Job’s focused on the day of his birth rather than on God.

e Job 3:8-10 Who are “those who curse days” (v. 8)? In ancient Near Eastern literature, demons were considered
responsible for disruption of order.

e Job 3:10-12 Since he was conceived and born, why couldn’t he have died at birth? (It is worth noting that even
in his tremendous bitterness and grief Job does not suggest either abortion or infanticide, which were common
evils in the ancient world, and are now so again today in the West.)

e Job 3:11-19 % What causes a person to despair of life itself? How can we help such people or find hope and
comfort in the midst of such times?

e Job 3:11-19 Job depicts the netherworld as a place of comfort, rest, ease, and tranquility. In modern-day terms,
a parallel might be someone who was starving looking forward to prison, where they could at least get three
meals a day. Job praises death as a situation where the weary are at rest, small and great are there, and the
servant is free from his master.

e Job 3:20-24 DESIRING HIS DEATH Job wishes to die, but death will not come. As a godly man, suicide is not an
option, but he longs that God will take him.

e Job 3:20-26 Next he questions why the light of life is given to those who are in misery (as he was) and long for
death as if for hidden treasures.

e Job 3:25-26 RACKED WITH RESTLESSNESS Because he has already suffered the worst of the fears that he ever
had, he is uneasy, troubled, and restless. He does not know that God is at work behind the circumstances. Often
we, too, fail to realize that when our circumstances are really hard.

e Job 3:20-26 Job’s fears have been realized, though he can imagine no actions of his that could have been the
cause of his circumstances. Job’s words do not demonstrate the reasons for his foreboding apprehension, and so
the book remains ambiguous concerning Job’s motives (and now his fears). We are left wondering, what truly
drives Job's virtuous life?

Famous Verse 25:
For the thing | greatly feared has come upon me,
And what | dreaded has happened to me.

Even in Job’s happy and prosperous days did he had fears of losing what he had? This is a common characteristic of the
very rich: extreme fear of losing wealth and having to live a frugal life. Riches give no real security; only God can give
that.

QUESTIONS JOB 3

Job's Emotional and Mental State

1. What emotions does job express in this chapter, and how do they deepen our understanding of his character?
2. How does job's cursing of his day of birth reflect his mental and emotional state?
3. How does the raw honesty of job's feelings affect your understanding of faith?

Suffering and Death

4. how does job's lament in this chapter challenge traditional views on blessings and punishments?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%203:8-Job%203:10
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%203:8
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%203:11-Job%203:19
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%203:20-Job%203:26
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in what ways is death portrayed, and why does job seem to prefer it?

how does job's longing for the grave reflect the depth of his suffering?
on faith and questioning
how does job's questioning of his life reflect the human condition?
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how can job's expressions of despair be considered a form of prayer?

10. how can job's account encourage us to trust in god's greater purpose, even when we struggle to understand it?
Comfort and Community

11. if you were one of job's friends, how would you react to his lamentations?

12. how can the response of job's friends inform our approach to comforting others in deep sorrow?

13. how can the practice of lament, as seen in job's expression, be a healthy part of our spiritual lives today?
Reflections

14. When was the last time you gave a speech? What happened?

15. What catches your attention as you read this chapter? Why?

16. What are some of the main images described? What do those images communicate to you?

17. How would you summarize Job’s primary message in this chapter?

18. If you lean into the emotions Job expressed, how hearing the words out loud changed or influenced their

responses from you?

19. Look at verse 25. How can we handle our fears in a way that is productive rather than crippling?

20. What principles can we learn from this chapter about grieving? About suffering?

21. How do you typically approach or respond to God when life gets hard?

22. In what ways have you grown in your understanding of suffering and grief over the years?

23. In what ways have you grown in your understanding of suffering and grief over the years?

Focus of the Debate is in 3 Cycles

Is God just? Does God run the universe on the strict principle of justice? How is Job's suffering to be explained?
Job

Argument — I’'m innocent!

Implication — my suffering is not divine justice

Job Conclusion A — God doesn't run the world according to justice
Job Conclusion B — God is unjust

Three friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar)

Argument — God is just

Implications — God runs the world according to justice

Friends Conclusion — Job 'must have' sinned

Eliphaz the Temanite: The first to speak, Eliphaz argues that Job's suffering must be a punishment for some sin, since
the innocent do not perish.

Bildad the Shuhite: Bildad is more forceful, suggesting that Job's children died because of their wickedness. He urges Job
to repent to be restored.

Zophar the Naamathite: The most confrontational of the three, Zophar harshly suggests that Job's punishment is less
than he deserves and that God's ways are beyond finding out.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%203:25
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Job 4 - Eliphaz Speaks: The Innocent Prosper

Book Chapter Minutes Bible Study with Rick Burgess
Job Ch.4 55

Overwhelmed by suffering, Job was not comforted but condemned by his friends. Each of their views represents a well-
known way of understanding suffering. God proves that each explanation given by Job’s friends is less than the whole
answer.

The friends initially sat in silence with Job for seven days and nights to express their grief and solidarity. However, they
later engaged in a long series of dialogues with Job, which often became confrontational. Their advice was rooted in the
belief that Job's suffering was a direct result of his own sin, a notion God later rebuked them for.

Job depict Job's friends, particularly Eliphaz, responding to Job's suffering by arguing that his afflictions must be the
result of some hidden sin. Eliphaz uses wisdom, a divine vision, and natural examples to assert that God punishes the
wicked and that Job's suffering is proof of his wrongdoing. In response, Job expresses his agony, his perceived
innocence, and his frustration with God's perceived injustice, even as he struggles with his faith and the need for an
explanation.

The Debate between Job and His Friends over the Meaning of His Suffering (4:1-27:23)
1. Round one (4:1-14:22)

Eliphaz (4:1-5:27)

Job (6:1-7:21)

Bildad (8:1-22)

Job (9:1-10:22)

vk wN

Eliphaz's Opening Statement: Eliphaz, the first of Job's friends to speak, begins by commending Job's past righteousness
and his efforts to comfort others, setting a tone for his forthcoming critique.

The "Retribution Principle": He then presents the doctrine of retribution, asserting that the innocent are never
forsaken, and that suffering is a direct consequence of sin.

Divine Vision: Eliphaz claims to have received a spiritual vision from God, which reinforces his argument that all
humanity is sinful and should confess their iniquities to find healing.

Imagery of the Lion: The imagery of the lion and its broken teeth symbolizes the overwhelming power of God to bring
down the mighty and destroy the wicked.

e Job 4:1-11 Eliphaz’s first exhortation for Job occurs in the problematic verse Job 4:6. Given Eliphaz’s
observations in vv. Job 4:7-11, he seems to be accusing Job of denial in Job 4: 6. In this interpretation, an
alternate translation might be something more like, “Is not your [self-proclaimed] piety the basis for this
irrational confidence? Is your only hope really in the [presumed] blamelessness of your ways?” In Eliphaz’s view,
the incontestable retribution principle (Job 4: 7-11) reveals Job as deluded by his own self-professed
righteousness and exposes his hope as vain.

""Remember: who that was innocent ever perished?

Or where were the upright cut off?
& As | have seen, those who plow iniquity


https://www.youtube.com/live/CpLJUctlrms?si=PG-GVemE9Rzt786m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:1-Job%204:11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:6
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:7-Job%204:11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:6
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:7-Job%204:11
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and sow trouble reap the same.
?By the breath of God they perish,
and by the blast of his anger they are consumed.
% The roar of the lion, the voice of the fierce lion,
the teeth of the young lions are broken.
" The strong lion perishes for lack of prey,
and the cubs of the lioness are scattered.

e Job 4:7 % Eliphaz blames Job’s sin for his suffering. How should we instead reach out to someone in the
depths of sorrow and pain?

e Job 4:12-21 Eliphaz’s main point reflects ancient Near Eastern beliefs—namely, that the gods have far more
regulations than humans know or recognize; there are so many ways one might offend the gods in one’s ritual
performance, one can never claim not to deserve what the deity has sent. In that case, Job’s confidence would
truly be irrational.

o == 4:1—14:22 We must ask whether our faith can be sustained when our desires are not granted; when healing
does not come; when broken homes are not restored; when the goals we pursue remain beyond our reach.

As Christians we must first conclude that being motivated by righteousness and faith rather than by benefits
should be our goal. Some people never get there: They only think of Christianity as a benefits system, and if
there is nothing in it for them, they lose all motivation. Yet Christ has told us that the cost of discipleship is high.
In following Jesus we lose our lives; we don’t gain or enrich them (Mt 16:25).

Once this course is set, we must determine that righteous behavior earns us nothing and that even if it gains us
nothing, God is worthy of our devotion. He is a righteous God and has created us with the capacity to imitate
him. It is in the imitation of him that we find relationship with him—our highest joy.

Our faith and its accompanying righteousness ought not to be self-serving. Righteousness should have its
desired end in relationship with God, not in gaining reward from God. This is the teaching of the book of Job,
and it is a lesson we still desperately need to learn.

QUESTIONS JOB 4
Eliphaz's accusations against Job
1. Eliphaz asks, "who being innocent has ever perished?" (Job 4:7). How does this statement misapply the principle

of retribution to Job's situation?
2. Does all suffering comes from personal sin?

Eliphaz's justification for his position

3. Eliphaz claims he received a mysterious vision from a spirit. What message did this spirit convey about mortal
beings, and how did Eliphaz use this to rebuke Job?
4. How might we understand Eliphaz’s ghostly vision in verses Job 4: 12-21? What was happening?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:12-Job%204:21
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:1-Job%2014:22
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2016:25
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:12-Job%204:21
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6.
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Eliphaz uses nature metaphors, including the lion and its cubs, to describe how the wicked are destroyed by

God's anger. How does this compare to his underlying assumption about Job's suffering?
What does the vision and the spirit's message imply about the nature of humanity versus God's perfection?

Broader theological implications

7.

How does the dialogue between Eliphaz and Job challenge or affirm your understanding of the relationship
between faith and suffering?

In what ways does this chapter encourage careful and compassionate counsel when dealing with others'
suffering?

How does chapter 4 contribute to the central theme of the Book of Job, which explores why righteous people
experience suffering?

Personal reflection and application

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.
20.

In your experience, what are some of the major sources of suffering in our world?

What have been some of the primary sources of suffering for you personally?

What steps can you take now to prepare yourself for seasons of grief in the future?

Have you ever, like Eliphaz, felt compelled to speak to someone in distress and later realized your advice was
wrong?

How can reflecting on past instances of being used by God provide comfort and hope during personal trials,
even when your faith is being tested?

What lessons can be drawn from Eliphaz's approach to friendship and counsel that might guide us in supporting
others who are suffering?

Over the course of your life, what have you learned about comforting those who are hurting?

Activity: Write out the ideal way you would like to be comforted the next time you are in a season of mourning.
Who would you like comfort you? How would you like that person to approach you? What would you prefer
them to say or do?

What strikes you as interesting or noteworthy from this chapter? Why?

What did Eliphaz do or say that seems helpful?

What did Eliphaz do or say that feels unhelpful?

More Questions
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22.

23.

24,
25.

26.

27.

28.
29.

In verses Job 4: 7-11, Eliphaz repeated a common belief of his day: that people experience suffering because
God is punishing them for their sins. Where do you see that idea taught or proclaimed today?

Explore: Read John 9:1-12 to see what Jesus had to say when His disciples questioned Him about a man who
was suffering. How might Jesus’ words apply to Job’s situation?

Why does Eliphaz feel the need to remind Job of his past deeds? How would you remind a suffering friend of
their strengths?

How does Eliphaz's view of suffering align with or differ from yours?

In the context of the divine justice Eliphaz describes, what implications would that have on our understanding of
good and evil?

How do you interpret the nocturnal vision that Eliphaz shares? How does this contribute to the theme of divine
wisdom?

What does Eliphaz's view of human fragility in the face of God's power mean to you?

How does the dialogue in Job 4 help you understand the character of God according to Eliphaz?

In what ways has suffering led to wisdom or understanding in your own life?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:7-Job%204:11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%209:1-John%209:12

30.
31.

32.
33.

34.
35.

36.

37.

38.
39.

40.

41.

42.
43.
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How would you respond to a friend who, like Eliphaz, suggested your trials were due to some hidden sin?
What is your perspective on the concept of divine discipline? How does it align with or differ from the view
presented in Job 4?

How does the vision in Job 4 expand or challenge your view of humanity's place in the universe?

In modern times, how can we reconcile the idea of a loving God with the notion of suffering as divine
retribution?

What lessons about friendship and counsel can you draw from Eliphaz's approach to Job?

How do you perceive the balance between human righteousness and divine righteousness as presented in this
chapter?

How does the concept of suffering presented in Job 4 relate to contemporary discussions on human suffering
and evil?

Eliphaz emphasizes the fallibility of humans in comparison to God. How does this perspective influence your
understanding of your relationship with God?

How can Eliphaz's advice be interpreted in the context of modern, everyday struggles?

Is there a difference between admitting human limitations and accepting suffering as divine punishment? How
would you navigate this difference?

If you were to empathize with both Job and Eliphaz, how would you approach this dialogue, and what wisdom
can be extracted from both perspectives?

In what ways does Eliphaz's approach to speaking with Job reflect our own tendencies when trying to comfort
others?

What are the limitations of human wisdom as seen in Eliphaz's response?

How can we ensure that our counsel to others is aligned with God's wisdom rather than our own
understanding?
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Job 5 - Eliphaz Speaks

Book Chapter Minutes Bible Study with Rick Burgess
Job Ch.5 59

Eliphaz argues that suffering is God's discipline for sin, not a spontaneous event. He encourages Job to confess his
supposed hidden sin, seek God's help, and accept God's correction, promising that if Job repents, God will heal him,
protect him from harm, and restore him. However, Eliphaz's advice is based on a false premise, as his view of God's
action is an oversimplification, and his assumptions about Job's sin are incorrect.

e Trouble has a cause:
Eliphaz believes suffering arises from sin and tells Job to not despise God's discipline, which he sees as a form of
correction and a path to healing.

e The righteous are blessed:
Eliphaz assures Job that God will ultimately deliver the righteous, protecting them from harm and famine, and
that their descendants will be many.

¢ The way forward is repentance:
He urges Job to repent of his wrongdoing and appeal to God, believing this is the only way to receive God's
blessing and removal of his pain.

e Eliphaz's flawed view:
The chapter's teachings are ultimately unhelpful because Eliphaz incorrectly assumes Job's suffering is a result of
his sin, which was not the case. He oversimplifies God's nature and actions, offering platitudes rather than
genuine comfort.

Eliphaz, like all Job’s friends, intends to sustain him in his suffering, and no-one brings a more comforting message than
this friend. But there is also an irony here, as with all the speeches of the friends; for the author does not accept their
dogmatic view that suffering is always deserved, and he means to portray their so-called comfort as cruelty.

The essence of Eliphaz’s first speech to Job is: You are a pious man, as we know well. There is, therefore, no need to lose
heart; for the innocent never finally suffer. You are suffering now because you are not perfect and you need some
‘correction’ and ‘discipline’ (Job 5:17); but that will soon come to an end because you are basically a good man (Job 4:6).
In brief, his message to Job is, ‘Only be patient; all will be well.’

e Job 5:1-7 Eliphaz speaks of “the holy ones” (Job 5: 1), members of the divine council (i.e., the “sons of God").
Eliphaz is more correct than he knows. Eliphaz, however, implies that summoning one of the council would be
fruitless (Job 5:6-7).

e Job 5:7 < How do we know when the hardships we face are God’s way of correcting us? How can we tell when
they are something else?

e Job 5:8-16 Instead, Eliphaz counsels Job to appeal directly to God and then explains why by reciting many of
God’s attributes.

e Job 5:17 Eliphaz points out that Job should look at his situation as the disciplinary correction of God.

e Job 5:18-27 Job can now have confidence that God, because of who he is, will respond to Job’s repentance and
bring restoration. The rest of Eliphaz’s speech anticipates this restoration.

e Job 4:1-5:27 Eliphaz’s first speech: ‘Be patient; all will be well’


https://www.youtube.com/live/nMdELjgcQdI?si=KzCSR7768jS8vgzJ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:17
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:6
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:1-Job%205:7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:6-Job%205:7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:8-Job%205:16
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:17
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:18-Job%205:27
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%204:1-Job%205:27
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Job 5:1-7 Eliphaz next directed his words more explicitly toward Job. There was no mediator among the holy

servants of God (the angels) who would dare answer a plea from Job. Why? Because he was behaving like a fool.
Fools pay no proper heed to God (Ps 14:1). Their houses are cursed, their children crushed, and their wealth
depleted (Job 1:13-19). Eliphaz was not quite explicit, but Job no doubt got the point. He was establishing a
connection between moral and physical evil. Trouble does not sprout up like weeds in the field; one must sow
and cultivate trouble.

The "sparks" that fly upward are literally "the sons of Resheph". This name is used seven times in the OT, mostly
for flames or lightning (Dt 32:23-24; 1Ch 7:25[proper name]; Pss 76:4; 78:48; SS 8:6; Hab 3:5). This imagery from
the contemporary mythology need not imply anything about the theology of the speaker or author. Eliphaz was
probably saying that human beings, like the sons of this colorful and pestering figure, stir up their own trouble or
are the victims of uncontrollable natural forces such as disease, plague, and death.

QUESTIONS JOB 5

1. Where do you typically go when you need advice?

2. Activity: List clichés or sayings you really don’t like hearing? What makes them distasteful to you? As a bonus,
circle the ones you are tempted to say when others are going through a rough time.

3. How would you summarize Eliphaz’s point in verses 1-7? What was he saying?

4. Explore: Inverse 1, Eliphaz claimed Job would not find an advocate or a mediator to take up the case between
himself and God. Yet according to the New Testament, that is exactly what Jesus does for us. Read about this
Mediator in 1 Timothy 2:1-7. How do we benefit from Christ’s role as our Mediator?

5. What strikes you as interesting or noteworthy from Job 5: 8-27? Why?

6. Which of Eliphaz’s claims or statements in those verses are true? Which are not true?

7. Look at verse 17. What are some ways you have experienced God’s correction?

8. How would you summarize Eliphaz’s advice for Job based on chapters 4 and 5?

9. Groups: Divide your group into pairs, then challenge each pair to condense verses Job 5: 8-27 down into a single
sentence. After a few minutes, encourage the groups to share what they came up with.

10. On a scale of 1 (rarely) to 10 (regularly), how often do you offer unsolicited advice to your friends and family?

11. What have you learned about God over the past year?

12. How does Eliphaz's view of suffering and justice compare to the overall message of the book of Job?

13. In what ways can our actions today impact future generations, both positively and negatively?

14. How can we ensure that our communities provide justice and protection for the vulnerable, as opposed to being
"crushed in the gate"?

15. Reflect on a time when you misjudged someone's suffering. How can we better approach others with
compassion and understanding?

16. How does trusting in God's sovereignty help us navigate situations where justice seems absent or delayed?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:1-Job%205:7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%2014:1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201:13-Job%201:19
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut%2032:23-Deut%2032:24
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Chr%207:25
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%2076:4
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%2078:48
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Song%208:6
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hab%203:5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:1-Job%205:7
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205:8-Job%205:27
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Job 6 - Job Replies: My Complaint Is Just

Book Chapter Minutes Bible Study with Rick Burgess

Job Ch.6 55

In Job chapter 6, Job responds to his friend Eliphaz by vehemently defending his right to complain, despite admitting his
words have been impetuous. He describes his suffering as immense, likening it to being weighed down by more than the
sand of the sea, with divine arrows of poison and terror aimed against him. He then harshly rebukes his friends for their
lack of kindness and compassion, comparing them to a treacherous, unreliable stream that disappears when help is
needed most. Finally, Job challenges his friends to show him where he has gone wrong and to prove their accusations.

e 6:1-7:21 Job’s second speech: ‘God, leave me alone’

Eliphaz’s speech has not touched Job’s problem at all. So Job ignores it, on the whole. This is quite a typical
feature of the book, with the various contributors speaking past one another, and it is obviously something the
book is wanting to say about the difficulties of bringing theology into communication with real life.

In this powerful speech there are three movements. In the first (Job 6:1-13), which is a soliloquy addressed to
no-one in particular, Job goes well beyond his position in Job 3:1. There he had wished that he had never been
born, and asked why, since he has been born, he is compelled to go on living. But now he yearns for immediate
death (Jib 6:8-9). In the second movement (Job 6:14-30), Job addresses the friends, complaining they have
cheated him of the one thing he might have expected from them: an understanding sympathy. In the third
movement of the speech (Job 7:1-21), he surprisingly directs himself to God. For the moment, he asks of God
nothing except that he should leave him alone so that he can live out his remaining days free from pain. But of
course there is more to this than meets the eye; for in the very act of begging God to desert him he is in fact
approaching him.

o Justification for complaint: Job argues that his suffering is so severe that it justifies his anguished cries. He feels
that the "arrows of the Almighty" have been shot at him, and God's terrors are arrayed against him, making his
despair a reasonable response.

e Longing for death: He continues to long for death as an escape from his pain. He wishes God would "crush me"
and "cut off my life" so that he can find peace, a desire he says would be a "consolation".

e Critique of friends: Job turns his focus to his friends, accusing them of being unkind and unhelpful. He calls them
"treacherous" and compares them to a "raging stream" that disappears in times of drought and need.

o Demand for evidence: Job challenges his friends directly, asking them to show him where he has sinned or
made a mistake. He maintains that he has not denied the words of God and is not a man who would lie, and he
wants them to prove their accusations.

e Job 6:1-10 Job is prepared to face the facts and wishes for death. He finds consolation only in his refusal to
accept a sugar-coated view of reality (Job 6: 10).

e Job 6:14-30 Job launches into his first verbal assault on his friends. He challenges them to reveal his specific
offense (Job 6: 24) because his integrity is at stake (Job 6: 29).

e Job 6:15-17 % How does God sustain us when those around us are undependable?

QUESTIONS JOB 6

On Job's suffering and feelings
1. How does Job's description of his suffering, such as it being "heavier than the sand of the sea," help us
understand the depth of his trials?
2. How can we identify with Job's feelings of despair and his wish for death in verse 11?
3. What does Job's metaphor of the "arrows of the Almighty" reveal about his perception of his affliction?


https://www.youtube.com/live/MLnz2M59w6E?si=JXzbL9L5dqNoafPP
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%206:1-Job%207:21
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4. How does Job's plea for his friends to "show me where | have gone wrong" challenge us in our own lives?
On Job's relationship with God and his friends
1. How does Job's criticism of his friends as an unreliable, seasonal brook teach us about responding to others in
their suffering? Teaches us that responding to suffering requires dependable, compassionate presence
rather than temporary or conditional comfort.
2. In what ways can we apply Job's experience to our own prayer life and relationship with God?
3. What does this chapter reveal about Job's understanding of God, even in his suffering?
4. How does Job's assertion that he has not denied the words of the Holy One despite his suffering challenge us to
maintain our faith in difficult times?
On empathy and communication
1. What lessons can we learn from Job's friends about how to support someone who is suffering?
2. How can we ensure our words are both honest and compassionate when speaking to someone in distress?
3. What does Job's experience teach us about the importance of empathy and genuine support over empty words?
Personal reflection and application
1. What are some situations or circumstances in which you run toward conflict rather than attempting to avoid it?
2. What are some of the key images from verses 1-13?
a. What do those images communicate?
Look at verses 8—13. What desires were at the bottom of Job’s “request”?
Verses 14-30 are a response to Eliphaz’s attempts to advise Job. How would you summarize Job’s message in
those verses?
Look at verses 24-30. What did Job want? What was he looking for?
What makes someone a good friend?
Where do we have opportunities to help and support one another within the church today?
Where might you have an opportunity this week to encourage someone who is feeling down?
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Encourage each other to talk about grief, particularly to share moments in their lives when they felt like they were
drowning in sorrow. Be sure to remind everyone that nobody needs to share anything that makes them uncomfortable.
But do give your group members a chance to be vulnerable if they choose.

Pray: Thank God for the friends and supportive family members He has brought into your life. Praise Him for the gift of
people who care about you.
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Job 7 - Job Continues: My Life Has No Hope

Book Chapter Minutes Bible Study with Rick Burgess

Job Ch.7 55

Job chapter 7 is a lament where Job expresses his intense suffering and despair, believing life is a short, difficult struggle
with no hope of relief. He compares life's brevity to a breath and a weaver's shuttle and feels God is relentlessly

tormenting him, questioning why he has been singled out for punishment. In his anguish, Job pleads with God to stop
focusing on him and give him a respite, even if it's the final rest of death.

After his loss and suffering, he doesn’t find life worth living. He also doesn’t seem to anticipate life after death, at least
not in a comforting form. Sheol is the abode of the dead in the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament. It's sometimes a poetic
way of simply referring to the grave, other times a name for the dim realm where wicked souls reside after death.
Whichever way the term is intended here, it’'s not a cheerful place—or one from which a person hopes to return.

Themes and key points in Job 7

e The hardship and brevity of life: Job views human life as a difficult, unending "warfare" or "hard service" that is
short and ultimately futile. He uses metaphors like a weaver's shuttle and a passing cloud to emphasize how
quickly life ends.

e Relentless suffering: Job describes his physical and emotional pain in vivid detail, noting sleepless nights filled
with nightmares and a body covered in painful sores. He feels the suffering is constant and unending.

e Feeling targeted by God: Job believes God is scrutinizing his every move, making him a target for
punishment. He questions why God is so focused on him and asks for a moment of relief.

e Plea for relief: Overwhelmed by pain, Job cries out to God, asking to be left alone so he can find some peace,
even if it is the final peace of the grave. He longs for a moment where his suffering might cease.

e Desire for death: Job expresses a deep desire for death, seeing it as a release from his constant pain, much like a
hired worker who longs for the end of a long, hard day's work.

e Alament to God: Chapter 7 is a candid and bitter monologue where Job speaks his pain directly to God, not just
to his friends. He expresses his anguish and frustration in the face of his overwhelming suffering.

JOB’S HOPELESSNESS (Job 7:1-11):
e Job described the hopeless struggle that was his life.
e He was like slave longing to rest in the shade, like a worker longing for his work to finish to receive his wages,
and like a man waiting for the morning through a sleepless night.
e Job spoke about the difficulty and brevity of human life, saying “Has not man a hard service on earth... My days
are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle... Remember that my life is a breath” (Job 7:1; 6-7).
e He compared a man’s life to a cloud that is present one moment and then gone the next.
e This hopeless attitude overtook Job, and he couldn’t keep himself from letting his frustration spill out.
e He said, “l will not restrain my mouth; | will speak in the anguish of my spirit; | will complain in the bitterness of
my soul” (Job 7:11).
JOB ASKS GOD TO LEAVE HIM ALONE (Job 7:12-21):
e Job mistakenly thought that it was God who was tormenting him.
e He spoke directly to God and asked Him to leave him alone so he could have some relief.
e He asked, “Am I... a sea monster, that you set a guard over me?” (Job 7:12).
e Even on his bed, he was deprived of sleep. He thought God was sending him nightmares to terrify him.
e No matter where he went, he felt like God was always watching him making sure he couldn’t find relief.
e He asked God, “How long will you not look away from me... Why have you made me your mark? (job 7:19-20).
e Job was so miserable that he preferred to die.


https://www.youtube.com/live/3sUVdpUIjz0?si=YcvT5UstrF4ja-F0
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e He wanted to escape life and God, because he thought God was the one making him suffer.

We often hear people talking about having enough faith to be healed, having enough faith to believe that God can
actually heal our broken health or the broken parts of our lives.

1. Another important conversation to have is... do we have enough faith to be sick?
2. Do we have enough faith to keep trusting God if He chooses not to heal us immediately?
3. Do we have enough faith to continue believing that God is good when we don’t see a way out of our trials?

In Job's reply, Job pours out his anguish. He feels crushed by grief heavier than the sand of the sea. He acknowledges his
despair openly before his friends and before God. Job longs for relief—even for death—yet his honesty becomes an act
of faith. Job is not hiding his emotions but bringing them directly to God.

Here we see:
Expressing pain to God is not a lack of faith but a form of it.
Job shows that lament and trust can coexist.

God welcomes our raw honesty, even when our words are filled with anguish.
Reflection Prompts:
1. Dol bring my darkest emotions honestly before God? - Have | mistaken lament for weakness instead of seeing it
as faith?
2. How can Job’s example give me courage to speak freely to God in suffering?

Questions for Job 7 can focus on Job's comparison of human life to a hired man, his feelings of being targeted by God,
his wish for death as an escape, and how his dialogue with God relates to prayer. The questions explore how to find
hope in suffering, how to support others in their struggles, and how Job's lament influences our understanding of faith,
life, and death.

On labor and suffering
1. How does Job's comparison of human life to the suffering of a slave or a hired hand help us understand the
depth of his pain?
2. How do the themes of labor and reward in Job 7:2 connect with other biblical teachings, such as Matthew
11:28-30?
3. In what ways can understanding the temporary nature of life influence your priorities and decisions?
On Job's dialogue with God
4. How can Job's direct, forthright questions to God influence our understanding of how to pray and
communicate with the divine?
5. Do you view Job's questions as a lack of faith or an expression of deep anguish? Explain your view.
6. How does Job's plea for divine understanding affect your personal view of God's role in human suffering?
On hope, despair, and mortality
7. How does Job's expression of preferring death over life challenge our understanding of faith during
suffering?
8. In what ways can Job's account encourage you to trust in God's timing and eventual intervention in your
own life challenges?
9. What role does hope play in the midst of suffering, and how can we cultivate it in our own lives?
10. How does Job's grappling with the idea of mortality influence your understanding of life and death?
On supporting others
11. How can we apply the lessons from Job 7 to show compassion and support to those who are oppressed or
suffering in our communities?
12. How can we offer genuine support and compassion to someone who is going through a difficult time,
following the lessons from Job's interactions with his friends?
13. How can Job's story inspire you to remain steadfast in your current trials?



