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Job Chapter 4 is the beginning of a lengthy exchange where Job's friend Eliphaz 
argues that Job's suffering must be a punishment for sin, citing tradition and a mystical 
vision. Eliphaz first praises Job's past righteousness but then contends that since God 
punishes wickedness, Job must have a hidden sin to be suffering so severely. He then 
recounts a vision in which a spirit questioned man's ability to be pure before God, 
suggesting that even angels err, thus reinforcing the idea that suffering is a 
consequence of sin.  

Eliphaz's argument 
Initial Praise: Eliphaz begins by acknowledging Job's past character, noting his 
kindness to the poor and weak. 

Accusation of Hidden Sin: He immediately pivots, arguing that Job's immense 
suffering can only be a result of sin, claiming that the innocent and upright are never 
destroyed. 

Retribution Principle: Eliphaz asserts that people who cause trouble will face trouble 
in return, implying Job has reaped what he has sown. 

Mystical Vision: To support his point, he describes a frightening vision where a spirit 
questioned him about human righteousness and God's justice. 

God's Justice: The spirit from the vision asks if a man can be pure before his Maker 
and notes that God finds fault even with his angels. Eliphaz uses this to argue that since 
all humans sin, Job must confess his own sins to end his suffering. 
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Questions 

Wisdom and Counsel 
How can I discern if the counsel I receive is true to God’s Word and His character, and 
how can I guard against being like Eliphaz? 

In what ways can the advice of friends be both helpful and harmful during times of trial, 
and how can I better offer counsel myself? 

Do I assume my suffering must be due to some hidden sin, and how can I avoid this 
conclusion when giving advice to others? 

How do I balance my physical, human limitations with the spiritual, divine reality when 
making judgments about others or myself?  

Suffering and God's Character 
How does my view of suffering align with or differ from Eliphaz's view that suffering is a 
direct result of sin? 

Where in my life have I experienced or been tempted to forget that God is at work, and 
how can I cultivate greater trust in His goodness even when I don't see it? 

How do I reconcile the idea of a loving God with the reality of suffering, and what role 
does divine discipline play in my understanding?  

Spiritual Encounters and Reverence 
How does the fear and trembling Eliphaz felt in his vision compare to my own 
experiences of awe or fear in my spiritual journey? 

How can I discern if a spiritual insight or experience is truly from God and not from my 
own mind or other sources? 

What is my understanding of a healthy fear of the Lord, and how can I cultivate 
reverence in my daily walk with God? 

 

  



Summary/Overview From The Rick Burgess Show: 
Job Ch 4 Men's Bible Study by Rick Burgess 

 

3 

3 

Rick Burguess talk is a commentary on Job Chapter 4, discussing the interactions 
between Job and his friends, particularly focusing on Eliphaz's response to Job's lament 
and the themes of flawed theology and passive-aggressive communication. 

Job's Friends Begin to Speak 

The narrative shifts as Job's friends start to address his suffering, revealing their flawed 
theology.  

• Job's friends, particularly Eliphaz, begin to speak after a period of silence. 
• Eliphaz uses passive-aggressive language to approach Job, testing his patience 

before offering advice.  
• He reminds Job of his past counsel to others, suggesting he should apply the 

same wisdom to himself.  
• Eliphaz implies that Job's lament indicates a lack of faith and confidence in his 

innocence. 

Flawed Theology of Suffering 

Eliphaz presents a flawed understanding of suffering, suggesting it is always a result of 
personal sin. 

• He questions Job's innocence by asking, "Who was innocent ever perished?" 
• Eliphaz asserts that those who commit iniquity will face consequences, implying 

Job's suffering is due to hidden sin. 
• He uses poetic imagery of lions to illustrate that even the strong can fall when 

opposed by God.  
• The underlying message is that suffering is a direct indication of God's disfavor. 

Eliphaz's Disturbing Vision 

Eliphaz recounts a vision that he interprets as a divine message, but it raises questions 
about its authenticity. 

• He describes a terrifying spirit that questions human righteousness before God.  
• The spirit's message suggests that humans cannot be pure before their maker, 

which is a troubling assertion. 
• Eliphaz fails to identify the spirit as an angel, which is a red flag regarding its 

origin. 
• The vision serves to reinforce Eliphaz's argument that Job must be guilty of sin. 

 

Misinterpretation of God's Indifference 
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Eliphaz's message implies that God is indifferent to human suffering, which contradicts 
biblical teachings. 

• He suggests that if God charges angels with sin, He is unlikely to care about 
humans.  

• This perspective undermines the belief that God is intimately aware of and cares 
for His creation. 

• The narrative emphasizes the importance of understanding God's character and 
His promises to humanity. 

• Eliphaz's flawed reasoning reflects a common misconception about suffering and 
divine justice. 

The Importance of Holding onto God's Promises 

The speaker emphasizes the need to cling to God's promises during times of suffering 
and doubt. 

• Believers are encouraged to remember God's faithfulness and promises when 
facing adversity. 

• The speaker suggests that repeating God's promises can serve as a lifeline 
during difficult times. 

• This approach highlights the importance of faith and trust in God's character 
amidst trials. 

• The message encourages individuals to maintain hope and resilience in the face 
of suffering. 

The Danger of Misguided Counsel 

The text discusses the risks of providing spiritual counsel that may inadvertently lead 
someone away from God. 

• Eliphaz, a friend of Job, mistakenly believes he is helping Job by suggesting God 
has abandoned him.  

• The adversary can use well-meaning individuals to spread doubt about God's 
character. 

• It is crucial to discern whether our intentions align with God's truth when offering 
counsel. 

The Nature of Suffering and Faith 

The text emphasizes that suffering does not equate to being abandoned by God, but 
can serve a greater purpose.  

• Job's suffering is not a reflection of his worthiness or God's abandonment.  
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• Trials can refine and strengthen faith, leading to spiritual growth.  
• The message encourages believers to find joy and purpose in their suffering. 

The Importance of Seeking God for Himself 

The text highlights the necessity of pursuing a relationship with God for His own sake, 
rather than for personal gain. 

• Oswald Chambers emphasizes that seeking God should not be motivated by the 
benefits He provides.  

• True desire for God is rooted in wanting to know Him, not just to receive 
blessings.  

• The focus should be on God as the ultimate gift, rather than on what He can do 
for us. 

The Role of Encouragement in Suffering 

The text suggests that friends should provide encouragement and remind those 
suffering of God's presence and purpose. 

• Instead of condemning Job, friends should affirm that God is with him in his 
trials.  

• Encouragement can help individuals see their suffering as a means to glorify 
God. 

• The message calls for a supportive community that uplifts rather than 
discourages those in pain. 

The Unchanging Nature of God 

The text concludes with a reminder of God's constant presence and reliability amidst 
life's challenges. 

• God is portrayed as unchanging and always present, regardless of 
circumstances. 

• The speaker emphasizes the importance of recognizing God as enough in all 
situations. 

• A prayer is offered for strength and understanding of God's unwavering nature. 

 


